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LECTURE VIL. 

ON KNOCK-KNEE (GENU VALGUM); BOW-LEGS (GENU 
EXTRORSUM), &c. 
GxnTLEMEN,—We meet with a considerable numberof cases, 
amongst young subjects, of curvature of the bones of the leg, 
either directly outwards, or outwards with an inclination for- 
wards. Although poor children, brought up in large towns, | 
are especially subject to this affection, yet the children of 
richer parents are not exempt, the more so if such infants are 
disproportionately large and heavy for their age. The yielding 
of the bone commences when the first efforts are being made 
to walk; and it continues, if unchecked, until very serious. 
deformity ensues, and the movements of the limb become seri- 
ously impaired. I am not now speaking of rickets: that is a 
distinct disease. The cases under consideration are those of 
simple weakness both of bones and ligaments—these structures 

yielding under the superincumbent weight. 

It is interesting to contrast such an affection with the changes 
produced by rickets, (Ser. L, Subs. A, No. 146.) You here 
see the skeleton of a child exhibiting its effects in several of 
the bones. Nearly all the ribs are enlarged, thick and round, 
and of a very soft, porous or spongy texture, with little dis- 
tinction between the walls and cancellous tissue. Similar alte- 
rations have taken place in the humerus, radius, and ulna of 
each arm; also in the clavicles, scapula, and spongy bones: 
they are all thick, spongy, and light. The parietal bones, just 
above their connexion with the temporal bones, are also in- | patient’s constitution by all means in our power, 
creased in thickness, and very spongy. The left radius and | with considerable amount of certainty, if the pati 
ulna are curved, and the pelvis is narrowed and beaked by the | UP his growing out of that state 
approximation of the acetabula; but the other bones of theex- | ‘Min tendesoy to deformity Sepa i 
tremities have their natural shape. aw — 

In this specimen (Ser. L, Subs, A, No. 147) the femora are distinct 
short and strongly curved, with their convexities directed for- : 
wards, and their lower articular ends are broad and flat. The 
tibize and fibule are also curved, with their convexities directed 
forwards and inwards. 

Remember that we are not dealing with these cases (which, 
however, may be readily recognised in their early stages during 
life), but with instances of simple weakness of bones and liga- 
ments, in which, without structural change, there ensue de- 
viations both of form and direction. Of such cases we see a 
large number. Commonly with curvature of the tibix is com- 
bined genu valgum, or knock-knee (fig. 14); and in speaking 
of the two affections together we may say, that while curva- 
tures of the tibise are amongst the morbid changes of infancy, 
knock-knee may occur at any age up to maturity; but it is | ; 
rarely seen in the decline of life. A policeman was under my |‘ 
care, some months ago, in whom there was knock-knee and a 
tendency to flat-foot of the left lower extremity in consequence 
of his walking daily many miles in one direction over the pave- 
ment of the streets, which, as you know, slopes slightly from 
the houses towards the road-way for the purpose of affording a 
oc Many similar cases occur in practice, 
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genu extrorsum. The two limbs appear to fit one into 
the other, and progression is strange, irregular, and difficult, 
Fic. 15, 


The projection of the inner condyle of the femur is in some 
instances so great that parents imagine the bone to be enlarged, 
or that a tumour is forming; and the appearance thus presented 
is striking, when the inner condyle has slip from the 
gastrocnemius muscle, and the tibia has been p somewhat 
outwards. A little girl of twelve is at the present time under 
my care in consequence of this deformity. She had had disease 

years ago, of chronic character, in the knee-joint, durin 
of which the ligaments became softened 

elonga’ On attempting to walk upon the limb, after the 
subsidence of pain, she found the knee became inverted, the 
tibia pulled outwards, and the inner condyle of the femur pro- 
j as a round tumour. I divided the biceps tendon, and 

degrees replaced the bones; but I de not think even now 

t the family have dispossessed themselves of the idea of 
** swelling of the bone.” 

But in these cases a real bony growth may form about the 
tubercle of the tibia, constituting an exostosis, or perhaps 
rather an ‘‘osteophyte.” It of bone, 
pressing against the skin, and causing i le inconveni- 
ence in certain movements, You are in the habit of seein, 
such bony growth spring from near the insertion of powerfi 
muscles, Sne of commonest situations is the insertion of 
the tri adductor cruris into a tubercle above the inner con- 
dyle of the femur. 

(To be continued.) 


AN INQUIRY INTO A FREQUENT CAUSE 
OF INSANITY IN YOUNG MEN. 


By ROBERT P. RITCHIE, M.D. Eprs., L.R.C.S.E., 
RESIDENT MEDICAL OFFICER OF BETHNAL HOUSE ASYLUM. 


PART IL 
In is sad that, under the guise of a strictly moral life, a vicious 
indulgence, and one, too, of most aggravated character and 
baneful results, may be practised in solitude. It is to be de- 
plored that the finest qualities of our nature may frequently but 
cloak the hidden evil, and that the apparently well-conducted, 


studious youth may be but too certainly preparing a manhood 
of misery and uselessness, w earnestly do those who know 
what the future will bring to such a one repeat these feeling 
words of Ellis—‘* Would I could take its melancholy vic- 
tims with me in my daily rounds (at Hanwell Asylum), and 
could point out to them the awful consequences which they do 
but little to be the result of its indulgence. I could 
show them those gifted by nature with high talents, and fitted 
to be an ornament and a benefit to society, sunk into such a 
state of physical and moral ion as wrings the heart to 
witness, and still preserving, with the last remnant of a mind 
— sinking into fatuity, the consciousness that their 
_ leas is the just reward of their own miscon- 
ct. 

Remonstrate with these victims after they are received into 
an asylum, whilst reason is still not quite destroyed, and they 
will agree with your remarks, They will express their thank- 
fulness that they have yet been some portion of reason ; 

will express their deep abhorrence of their conduct ; 

will shed the tears of apparent penitence; and yet the old habit 
will be relapsed into; and when they think that they are re- 
moved beyond control, will once again indulge in their self- 
destroying practice. The determination to conduct themselves 
in the pure course is wanting, and in this there is evidence of 
the pernicious energy-sapping cause. 

parent, after her son (the only child it may be) is taken 
to an asylum, will tell that his insanity cannot be accounted 
for. He has been so well conducted, so quiet and studious, not 
seeking the company of the gay, the idle, and the though 
but remaining quietly at home rather than joining the 
amusements of those of his own Farther inquiry may 
elicit that he has been of good abilities, and it may be clever in 
his occupation ; that he had few friends, and rather shunned 
the society of those of the other sex. Had he been other than 
he was, some cause might have been found in the irre iti 
of life to cause insanity in one scarcely beyond boyhood’ 
but in such a quiet lad, and so iy t up, she is 
unable to sup acause, Then she may tell that for some time 
past a gradual alteration has been going on; he had changed 
not only in manner but in ce ; 
and irritable, so reserved in he conversation, so apathetic in 
manner, so slovenly in dress, so contradictory and so uncertain 
in his actions, so hesitating, first determining on one thing, and 
before he could execute that a to some other course, 

self-reliance ; that quite recently 


and had shown such a want of 

he had grown more and more apathetic, more slovenly in dress, 
paying less attention to cleanliness, and become slower in his 
actions; that he is now not only irritable in his temper, but 
is at times violent ; that he does things by “‘ fits and starts,” is 
impulsive, deliberating long, and then suddenly hastens appa- 
rently to carry out his intention ; has become so stupid-look- 
cae lost, and is incapable of taking care either of himself or 
of his business; and all this has occurred without any apparent 
cause, except it may be his “‘ studious habits,” At last he can be 
borne with no longer; he is unmanageable in a private house, 
and is obliged to be removed from his home. 

The cause we are considering may occasion two distinct forms. 
of insanity, but of these, various d of intensity exist. The 
one is an acute attack; the other, a condition of fatuity, de- 
mentia, or of melancholic dementia. 

The first will, I believe, be found to occur in those whose 
system has been deteriorated to a less degree than in the 
second, and it will be found that vice has acted as a predis- 

ing, and that remorse for the vicious conduct, or some ana- 
ogous moral emotion, has acted as the immediate or exciting, 


cause, 

The second, generally to be traced to the prolonged con- 
tinuance of the practice, is to be ed as a passive rather 
than as an active condition; as a ee ee 
debility, well-marked, rather 

an cause than 
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The first condition, if it do not end in restoration to reason, 
gradually passes into the second. But whilst it is matter for 
congratulation that the first form generally terminates im 
mental recovery, it is, at the same time, matter for regret that. 
there is a great tendency, from resumption of cause, to a re- 
lapse, and when this occurs, the termination generally is in the 
a. of fatuity, or dementia, The case alluded 
I. of this paper well illustrates this result; and 
the cases there stated as being 
Book” as partial or ordinary 
tendency towards dementia after more acute, or - 
cholic, attack has passed, 
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effect, although perseveringly applied for some little time. In 
one length of the principal + th which it was impos- 
sible from its irregular nature to pass the full length of seton, 
it was necessary to cut down upon the probe and draw out the 
silk, leaving a further portion of the sinus untouched. To my 
rise, this was the only part that had healed, a portion 
more than an inch in length. Arguing from this cireum- 
stance that if the continuity of each sinus were destroyed at 
certain intervals of its course, adhesive inflammation might be 
more readily induced, I proposed to my patient that he should 
submit to a trial of the experiment, and to this he willingly 
consented. 

Passing a probe into each sinus a distance of an inch, or an 
inch and a half, I cut or nicked down on its point with a small 
lancet-shaped scalpel, so destroying the continuity of the canal 
at that spot. Withdrawing the probe, I repassed it from the 
point of incision for another inch, repeating the preceeding, 
and so on along the track of each sinus. In this way numerous 
smal) incisions were Pressure was carefully re-applied 
over the affected parts. Very little disturbance ensued, but 
the patient complained of more life and soreness in the groin 
than ke had done at any other period of his case, 

Pressure was setahuel for five or six days, and upon exami- 
nation it was evident that adhesive inflammation had been set 
up, and that there was a fair probability of a permanent cure. 
In less than a fortnight the major portion of the sinuses had 
quite healed. Those which had failed were again treated in 
a similar manner, and the second operation proved entirely suc- 


I saw this patient at intervals for nearly six months after 
convalescence, and on several occasions carefully examined 
him. There was no symptom of a sinus remaining, and the 
thickened and discoloured integument was much improved in 
appearance and character; the patient’s health, also, in every 
way was re-established. 

T. M——, a mate in one of the Australian line of cli 
ships, consulted me in February, 1860. Two long irregu 
sinuses had existed in the left groin for upwards of seven 
months; and a pustular eruption spread over the scrotum and 
thigh, evidently occasioned be the irritative nature of the 
secretion from the sinuses. His case was treated in a similar 
manner to the preveding one, The em one was suffi- 
cient, and, under pressure, the whole healed in twelve 
days. This patient I have not seen since. 

The proceeding referred to in these cases is simple, effectual, 
and really of very little suffering. The were 
of so extensive a character, and involved so wide a surface of 
unhealthy integument, as to preclude all appeal to the vigorous 
use of the bistoury, or the application of the heated platinum 
wire—an admirable plan introduced by Mr. Marshall, of 
University College Hospital, and published in the ‘‘ Medico- 

i ical Transactions” for 1851. Pressure and rest, and 
careful attention to the general health, had been tried, over 
and over again, without avail; and not the slightest progress 
was made until the continuity of each fistulous track was de- 
stroyed at intervals, and in manner above-mentioned. 
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Royal-crescent, Cheltenham, 1861. 


Rovat Mepicat Benrvotent Cottecs.—A special 
general meeting of the governors of this institution was held 
at the office in Soho-square on Monday last, the Earl of Powis 
in the chair, for the purpose of electing a president in the place 
of the late Earl Manvers, and for some other business. Mr. 
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LONDON HOSPITAL. 


INGUINAL HERNIA, WITH UNDESCENDED TESTES ; 
PARTIAL REDUCTION ; OPERATION ; 
RECOVERY. 

(Under the care of Mr. Curtine and Mr, Hutcutnson.) 

A MAN, aged thirty-two, a farm labourer, was sent to this 
hospital by a surgeon in a neighbouring village, on Thursday, 
the 14th ult. He brought with him a written statement that he 
was suffering from ‘‘strangulated hernia;” but no other in- 
formation was given. On examination, he was found to be the 
subject of non-descended testes on both sides, the scrotum 
being wholly undeveloped, and the testis on each side a small, 
flabby organ, being retained just external to the outer inguinal 
ring. He stated that he had never worn a truss, and had 
never been the subject of rupture. He was married, and the 
abnormal position of his testes had never given him any trouble. 
On the previous Tuesday (i. e., forty-eight hours before), in 
jumping out of a cart, he had felt something slip down in the 
left side, and had soon after experienced severe pain there, 
During the following day he continued in pain, and with a ten- 
dency to sickness, On the Thursday morning he sent for a 
surgeon, The tumour in the left groin was now the size of an 
egg, according to his statement; but after the attempt at the 


the left in as com wi' e right; but it was 

slight, 2nd to the hand no ewelling was perceptible, The 
testis and the parts about were tender; but not extremely so, 
firmest without flinchi ° i was 
now present; but the patient's countenance was decidedly 


anxious. 

Mr. ing, Mr. Hutchinson, and Mr. Maunder met in con- 
sultation ; after careful investigati 
decided to wait. There was no 
been wholly reduced; and it was quite possible that what 
tenderness remained might be due to the contusion of the 


ive an opiate for fear of 
man again in four hours, A 
the abdomen. 
At eight in the evening Mr. Hutchinson 
tient. 


[Marcu 9, 1861. 
habere et inter se com> 
| 14, Proemium, 
| 
| taxis which was made, it wholly disappeared. The bowels 
| had not acted since the date of the protrusion. 
The than I had hoped for, | 
and the operation by other 
— may confirm my experience so far in the treatment 
of these annoying and obstinate cases. laced testis in the attempts at taxis. It was agreed not to 
ne was ordered to 
mn saw the pa- 
panes 
| but with this exception had not been much disturbed since the 
| afternoon. The fulness in the left groin was still present, and 
was somewhat increased when the man was made to stand 
Propert proposed and Mr. Webb seconded a resolution, ‘‘ That | and to cough. sees eee could be felt ie 
the Right Hon. Lord Chelmsford be appointed President of the | the u part of the inguinal canal. finger could be 
Roya! Medical Benevolent College,” which was unanimously pone tate the external ring, and no protrusion could be felt 
agreed to. A resolution was then passed authorizing the trea- | there. Considering the continued presence of sickness in a 
surer to receive all moneys coming to the College by gift or | case in which there was a history of a reduction of a hernia as 
bequest, and to give valid receipts for the same; and another | a symptom which did not admit of delay, Mr. Hutchinson de- 
resolution authorizing the council to to the termined te 
widows of pensioners who may die at the College to remain | this decision Mr. , who was present, expressed his 
there, and retain the benefits enjoyed by their late husbands. | concurrence, 
De. The man readily consented to the operation, and was at 
Conolly’and seconded by Sir Charles Locock. eleans once taken to the theatre. Chloroform having been given, Mr. 
it, the Earl Powis expressed a hope that all the governors Hutchinson laid hase the tagninet ae by an oblique incision 
“present would meet him again at Willis’s Rooms on the 17th upwards and outwards. testis was found just external 
ef May, when he had promised to take the chair at the annual dhe 
festival of the College, The meeting then broke up, latter, the tendon of the external ue was slit up for about 
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an inch and a half. This having been done, the sac of a hernia 
@* once bulged into view. It lay above and behind the testis, 
and on the sac having been was found to contain a 
knuckle of small intestine in a ly congested state, On in- 
troducing the finger into the sac, its neck was found to be dis- 
placed upwards considerably within the internal ring, and it 
was only with considerable difficulty that it was brought down 
low enough to admit of safe division, The stricture, which 
‘was very tight, was the neck of the sac itself. The sac was 
‘very thin; it contained the testis, the hernia being of the con- 

ital form. As soon as the stricture had been divided, the 
fnnckle of bowel was easily returned. Before closing the 
wound, the testis was pushed under the lower flap of the in- 
cised integument, and the edges were then brought into accu- 
rate apposition by hare-lip pins. 

The after progress was favourable. For a few days the man 
had symptoms of peritoneal inflammation, but they were sub- 
dued by leeches and calomel and opium. 

Mr. Hutchinson remarked that the case illustrated in a 
striking manner the correctness of the rule ‘‘when in doubt 

te,” and showed that the surgeon should rely rather on 
constitutional than the local symptoms, The case proved 
that a man might have a tightly strangulated hernia, although 
he had no perceptible tumour externally, could bear the deepest 
pressure on the abdomen, and was almost free from pain. It 
‘was also of unusual interest as an example of reduction ca 
masse. 


ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 


CONGENITAL INGUINAL HERNIA OF THE RIGHT SIDE; 
OPERATION ; CONVALESCENCE ON THE FOURTH DAY. 


(Under the care of Mr, Une.) 


H. H——, thirteen, a boy, with a healthy complexion, 
‘was admitted . 9th, 1860, at five p.m, with an oblique 
‘inguinal hernia of the right side. The swelling distended the 
scrotum, was of a flattened cylindrical form, exceedingly tense, 
and the seat of pain, which extended up along the crest of the 
ilium of that side. The mother perceived the hernia soon 
after birth ; the patient had not worn a truss for the last two 
years. The hernia became prominent three days prior to his 
admission—that is, the bowels had not been relieved for that 
period. Vomiting set in at noon the previous day. Pulse 
‘quick and irritable. The taxis was tried whilst the patient 
was in the warm bath, and also under the influence of chloro- 
form, but proved ineffectual, At seven p.m. Mr. Ure per- 
formed the usual operation. On laying open the sac, a knucile 
of intestine protruded, together with a ion of omentum, 
the veins of which were turgid with bl making it resemble 
a mulberry. He then relieved the stricture at the internal 

, and replaced the protrusion. Three points of suture, 
ith a com and e, completed the dressin 

Dec. 10th.—Slept extremely well during the night; coun- 
tenance good; complsint ef ony kind, pute 108 Has 
taken some broth. 

1lth.—Doing well; bowels acted spontaneously. 

12th.—Wound united by adhesion; convalescent. 

19th. —Walking about the ward. 

28th. —Left cured, wearing a truss. 

The medicine administered to this 


tient during his sta 
‘in the hospital consisted of but one castor ’ 


dose of oil. 


WESTERN GENERAL DISPENSARY. 


STRANGULATED FEMORAL HERNIA FOR FOUR DAYS ; 
OPERATION ; RECOVERY, WITH AN ARTIFICIAL ANUS. 


(Under the care of Mr. Barker.) 


Tue following cases are from the notes of Mr. T. C. Kirby, 
house-surgeon to the institution :— 

Rose H——-, aged thirty-three, was admitted on the 18th of 
January, 1861, at eight o'clock p.m. She was an extremely 
woman; countenance anxious; skin 

; pulse over , very small and feeble; tongue slightl 
furred, white, and inclined to be dry; abdomen a sieele din 
tended, not painful on pressure ; constant vomiting of sterco- 
raceous matter; bowels have not been opened for four days. 
In the right femoral region was a swelling, painful on pressure, 

bout the size of an egg, not rising above the level of ‘oupart’s 
Ts skin over the part red and cedematous, 
patient is a married woman, the mother of seven child- 


ren, the youngest seven months old. Six years ago, after a 
labour, she perceived a swelling in the right groin, causing her 
great pain at the time. She mover been able 
return it, although its size varied; has never worn a truss, 
On January 13th she had an attack of vomiting and diarrhcea, 
since which time the vomiting has been constant ; but an action 
of the bowels took on the evening of Jan. 15th. Scarcely 
any attempt to reduce the hernia was made by Mr. Barker, 
as many previous attempts had already been made. Chloroform 
was administered, and the operation forthwith commenced. 
After dissection of the superjacent structures, a dark-coloured 
sac was exposed, is was opened, and found to contain 
omentum, with a knuckle of intestine behind and internal to 
it. The gut was of a deep-brown colour, soft, flabby, and 
dull, covered with greyish spots. The condition of the intestine 
did not warrant its return to the abdomen. It was accordingly 
laid open to the extent of an inch. It appeared greatly thick- 
ened and infiltrated. A portion of the omentum was removed, 
and, as there was no hemorrhage, nothing further was done. 


brandy amounting to tw 
hours, with beef-tea occasionally. 
Jan. 19th.—She had slept well; vomited offensive matter 
of a bilious colour twice during the day. At ten o'clock p.m. 
she had two grains of opium, and two grains again at three 


o'clock A.M. 
20th.—Had a good night; tongue a little brown in the 
centre ; 90; there is a discharge of fwcal matter 


hours, 

23rd.-—Still doing well; feculent matter discharging freel 
from the wound, from which a grumous fluid oozes on penn 4 
at its inferior part; poultices of linseed meal kept constantly 
applied. To continue the opium, and to take two grains of 
quinine thrice a day. 

24th. —Had a comfortable night. 

25th.—Wound discharges pus from lower margin; there is 
still a a in the wound, but not extending. Quinine in- 
creased to three grains thrice daily. 

27th.—Had a bad night in consequence of the quantity of 
opium being reduced; bowels much relaxed ; stools offensive. 

28th.—Ordered two ins of opium again at night, and 
chalk mixture. After this the motions were more solid and 
less frequent. Passed a good night; tongue clean and moist ; 
no pain. To have a chop daily, and continue brandy and 
opium twice a day. 

29th.—A large slough was removed from the wound, which 
now appears healthy. To discontinue poultices, and use a 
dressing of simple cerate upon lint. 

3ist.—Progressing slowly ; has had a solid motion twice a 
day through the wound, which is ee 

‘eb. 9th. — Had occasional returns of the diarrhwa, con- 

trolled in a t measure by various vegetable astringents ; 
sits up in ; is gaining flesh a little; still has a grain of 
opium twice or thrice a day, and a grain at bed-time, repeated 
if she does not sleep. 

1lth.—The wound is con ing daily, and in spite of a too 
free action of the bowels the patient is improving; sits up in 
the bed, onl fe ccoupled Gacing mest of the 
work, 

From the time of operation on the 18th to two P.. on the 
2uth the patient had taken sixteen grains of solid opium. 


UMBILICAL HERNIA FOR TWENTY YEARS; STRANGULATED 
FEMORAL HERNIA THREE DAYS; OPERATION WITHOUT 
OPENING THE SAC; RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Mr, Barker.) 


Mrs. A——, seventy-seven years, was admitted on the 
25th of January The ordinary symptoms of strangulated 


Lint di in cold water was applied to the wound. A grai 
of lon given immediately after the operation, pl rm 
ated every three hours through the night and next day. She 
| 
| rough the wound, the iatter inclining to slough; the bo 
still apparently bilious. To have two grains of calomel an 
ee poo | opium every four hours. After taking two doses the 
vomiting ceased. She was then ordered a grain of opium every 
| six hours and two grains at bed-time. 
| 2list.—Slept for four hours at intervals during the night ; 
| tongue moist, white; pulse 98; skin a litt!edry; feels feverish, 
| Ordered a mixture containing citrate of ammonia, a grain of 
opium twice a day and two grains at bed-time; brandy fre- 
| quently, and jelly. 
pulse 84; tongue moist ; no pain nor 
thirst; abdomen flaccid. Ordered a grain of opium every six 
| 
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_ intestine were present. She is a shrivelled, ill-nourished old 
‘woman, the mother of many children; of very intemperate 
habits; subject to chronic bronchitis, She stated that twenty 

ago, after t exertion, she became afflicted with a 

hernia in umbilical region, which has always been 
irreducible. had been more 
rst time a small 


Borah west with the most useful effect, and without 
occasioning the bad symptom in mother or child. 
A few months later, this little dwarf, nothing daunted by 


of development incompatible with its 
gh so contracted an outlet. The child was 


. the sac and its contents were both easily returned. Brandy 
was freely administered after the operation, and she had no 
return of vomiting; the tumid abdomen subsided ; and on the 
morning of the third day, a dose of castor oil was administered. 
A free action of the bowels ensued; and from that time, under 

ts, the patient progressing most fav y; t 
- slough paicalipeome away, and the wound is now healthily 
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ON A CASE IN WHICH LABOUR WAS TWICE PREMATURELY 
INDUCED ON A DWARF WITH DISTORTED PELVIS. 
BY EDMUND A, KIRBY, M.D., ETC, 
(Communicated by Wuicut, M.D., M.R.C.P.) 


TE woman whose case formed the subject of this paper is 

a dwarf of singularly smal] stature and ill development in 
i . She had rickets, and her osseous system was con- 
i ly distorted by the inroads of that disease; but it ap- 

that some other members of the same family were also 

very diminutive in stature and development, who nevertheless 
‘were exceedingly well proportioned, and apparently free from 
Therefore, apart from the distortion consequent upon 

the rickets, she was no doubt a true dwarf. When first seen 
by the author, in the early part of 1858, she was twenty-seven 

years of age, had been married twelve months, and had com- 

_ pleted her thirty weeks of uterine ion. She presented a 
. strumous aspect, and her general th was indifferent. On 
a careful examination, the spinal column and pelvis were 

\found to be greatly distorted. The former, from the last 
cervical to the union of the last dorsal and first lumbar ver- 

tebre, measured fourteen inches, and presented three curva- 
tures, two lateral and one forwards. This latter cur- 

vature involved the whole of the lumbar and the last dorsal 

vertebra, the bodies of which were thrust forwards, down- 


: pubis, narrowing the antero- 
meter of the upper outlet to rather less than two inches and a 
__. Natural labour under these circumstances being ible, 
the choice of operations lay between craniotomy the in- 
duction of premature labour. The latter was determined upon, 
the time chosen being the thirty-second week of gestation, but 

only completed at about the thirty-fourth. 
was commenced on Jan. 30th, and she 


LE 


little patient was 
favourably, and 


child, 


fore lost, but the parent recovered as rapidly as before, 
and she has not since been pregnant. Her first child has by 
this time grown uearly as tall as herself. 

The means employed to induce both labours were fully de- 
scribed, and present several points of interest. On remarki 
on these cases, the author laid much stress on the value of the 
operation, and its great superiority to craniotomy, in which 
operation 1 in 5 mothers dies, while in induction of premature 
labour 1 only in 50 dies ; and half the children are saved. The 
success of the latter operation he thought greatly depended on 
keeping the membranes entire until the os uteri was fully 
dilated, and he reprobated the rupture of them as a means of 
inducing labour, it being most dangerous to the life of the 
= and seldom if ever required. 

@ paper was accompanied by excellent stereoscopic photo- 
graphs, taken by Dr. Wright Pf a fortnight before the last 
elivery; and, although not the first application of photo- 
gras temetiohcsiens, this is probably the first paper that 
the 

Dr. MERRIMAN inquired why the plan of injection by warm 
water was not resorted to te induce uterine action. He had 
tried this method in two cases with marked effect. 

Dr. Kirpy replied that, in the first instance, sufficient ute- 
rine action had been produced by the use of the ergot of rye; 
and, in the d, the of other ical means ren- 
dered the use of warm water unnecessary. 

Mr. Skey observed that the question involved the efficiency 
of the — which had been employed. 

Dr. MERRIMAN said that he fad found the use of the warm 
water safficient, and that from its employment there was no 


In the first instance Dr. Kir' 
had used two ounces and a half of the ergot, which some 


tain photographs portraying these conditions. is, ¥ 
a catalogue, would be very valoable, and weald entail little 
expense on the Society, as many presentations would be made 
by the Fellows. 

Dr. GRRENHALGH said that the ergot of rye was generally 
administered in cases of labour, when it was reason- 

partarition, not to specific influ- 
ot. He them alluded to some cases which had 


Dr, Krrsy, in reply, stated that the usual mode of admea- 
surement by the fingers had been employed. The 
the case, and the indentations upon the skull of 
prey proved the complete accuracy of the 
w 

Mr. Wynn WinuiaMs stated that in two cases in 
injection of warm water had been resorted to, ai 

into the uterine veins, and death had been 
ON PULSATING BRONCHOCELE. 
BY JOSEPH BULLAR, M.D., 
PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL SOUTH HANTS INFIRMARY. 


pleted her seventh month, — to the author, who again 
indueed premature labour. time, however, owing to the 
lateness of her application, and to the labour proceeding more 

lump, of the size of a walnut, in her left groin. Shortly after- | slowly than in the first case, the delivery was not effected 

wards vomiting, accompanied with D nervous depression, | until she had completed her eighth month of uterine ——, 
» eame on, and her tongue was dry. Her condition on admission | two weeks later than in the previous case, and the fetal 

*was as follows:—Lying on her back; legs drawn up; tossing | had attained a d 
- about; constant vomiting; tumid abdomen; hot skin; and a | safe passage throu 
' small and frequent pulse. Nothing had stayed on her stomach 

for three days but a little brandy, of which she had always 

taken freely, After a short trial of the taxis, chloroform was 

administered, and the operation proceeded with. After some 

‘dissection, the sac was exposed; the finger was then passed 

round the neck, and some ligamentous bands broken away, and 

| 
think sufficient to poison the child. 

Dr. Wricut threw out a suggestion that. as photography 
was now resorted to as a means of illustrating disease in its 
various phases as well as malformation, both before and after 

operation, there should be a portfolio in the Society to con- 
after experienced accoucheurs had decided that the resort to 
artificial moans was necessary. He inculeated caution in this 
matter, and inquired of Dr. Kirby what means he had resorted 
to to determine the admeasurement of the pelvis in the case 
dimensions, and slightly flattened from before backwards; the which be had brought before the Society. 
montory of the sacrum and last dorsal vertebra projecting 
| 
‘eb, 7th. On rupture of the membranes, 
d in the vagina, and the shoulder resting | Two cases of bronchocele are reported, in which the distinc- 
pela, the hil lying tranaverely This | tive complication was the violent pulsation of the carotid arte- 
intation was conv into a footling by | ries and of the enlarged thyroid arteries, communicating the 
ut twenty minutes the pulsation and thrill to every part of the enlarged lobes. In 
: g EE Both one of these, (a male,) the pulsation and bruit were so.com- 
HE few weeks the woman returned to her usual avocations | municated to the lobes, the enlargement of which was of small 
perfectly well. In this case about two ounces and a quarter | size, that the case had been suspected to be carotid aneurism, 
‘ 


ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 


[Marcu 9, 1861. 239 


fi 


ij 


Sir Benjamin Brodie, who saw the first case, in 
a letter given, states that he has only seen one other. In both 
cases, that undue i of the eyeballs which often attends 

and remained, 


ON THE INFLUENCE OF OZONIZED COD-LIVER OIL ON 
THE PULSE. 
BY E SYMES THOMPSON, M.D., 
ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO KING'S CULLEGE HOSPITAL, ETC. 


‘Tho author began by reminding the Society of = paper by 
father, Dr. Theophilus Thompson, published ta the 


was first drawn to this subject. He recorded the cases of | Pulse. 


about twenty patients at King’s College Hospital, to whom the 


marked than that of smaller quantities. Tie following table 
‘ked than 


Name. | Sex. Disease. 

taking Oil. | After. 
J.P. | M. | Phthisis, Ist stage.| 7 days.| 116 | 98 
Is | mM Ditto. 7, | 120 | 108 

i 80 
st 
RN. | M. | Phthisis,3rd ,, | 7 |, | 150 | 116 
ED. | M. | Phthisis.Qnd | 7 ” | 138°} 112 
J.OD.| M Emph: | 104] 86 
M.M. | F. | Phthisis Qndstage| 5 | | 140 | 208 
* isi 2 ” 94 

E.H. | F. | Phthisi 2nd | 10 | 104 | 88 
W.S. | M. | Phthisis, iss | | 104 | 204 
P.R. | M | | 10a | 96 
8.E. | F. | Phthisis. | 20 | 92 
G.M. | M. | Phthisis3ea ” | 4 ” | 140 | 120 
H.C. | F. | Phthisis,ist | 2 | j08 | 95 
W.H.| M | Phthisis ist | 5 | 96 
| Phthisis, ist | 9 | 190 | 9s 


cal 

page |, e¢ seg.) that 
ozone was not an oxide of hydrogen, but an ic 
modification oe Of the 20 cases in w ozonized oil 
was given, in 1] pulse was reduced more than 20 beats a 
minute; in 4, upwards of 10 beats; in 1, no effect was»pro-— 
acceleration observed, 


duced ; and in 1 onl 
and this could onl 


ozonized cod-liver oil in 
Dr. E. Surrn referred to difficulty of arriving at any 
definite conclusion the influence of any agent on the 


been in the main uniform, he thought that might be 
fairly considered affording sufficient evidence that the 
remedy administered had been ive of the results which 
he had ventured to lay before Society. 

THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING 

was held on the Ist inst. The Report of the Council showed 
that fifteen Fellows of the Society had either died or resigned, — 
whilst nineteen had been elected. The receipts had been 
£1395, the expenditure £1404. The ‘now 
amounted to £3450. ‘The Index of the Society’s thanks 
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— 
exact | The author also recorded the effects of ozone in another form:— 
nature. It was brought on by pressure, round the neck, of 

nder a tonic regimen, with quinine, iron, iodide of potassium, | reference to a belief still prevalent amongst some members of — 
in small doses internally, and iodine externally, the pulsation | the profession that ozone was a high oxide of hydrogen, the 
gradually ceased, so that twelve months afterwards the only | author remarked that he had used the peroxide of hydrogen 
vestige was a small hardness of one lobe. In the second case, | (prepared by Messrs. Bullock), and found that it exerted» no _ 
{afemale,) the bronchocele was much larger, the pulsation even | special influence on the pulse, which was more often accelerated 
more pronounced, and with great distension of the ana than retarded under its use, which seemed to corroborate the _ 
neck. This was combined with disease of the heart, | 
tension ceased, and she was restored in five months to 

tive health. Iodine externally somewhat diminished the 

be fully accounted for by disturbing cireum- 
stances. Of the 7 cases in which ozonized water was given, in. 
3 the pulse was lowered more than 20 beats, in.3 about 10 
though diminished. beats, and in 1 it was at one time retarded, and at another’ 
on of young Dr. Th d ial attention: to the: of 
au su re case of a young 
which some years since came under his observation. The dis- | the inquiry as “hhchetentommahandian aap 
ease was well marked, and was connected with a uterine 

affection. The more prominent symptoms were removed by | of the vital changes would likewise check thedevelopment 
iron, but the patient was not entirely cured. He showed thatethis had.long been 

Mr. Bropuurst thought that the connexion of prominence 
of the eyeball with bronchocele was not so common as some | that had used for this end, especially digitalis, which, — 
English and French writers had supposed. He inquired the | though useful in some cases, was greatly inferiomto: ozone, 
SS a. being both less certain in its action, and often dangerous from 

place a short time since in Society, and which was a depressing, a strengthening and. invigorating influence. 
reported in Tae Lancer at thothen It was suggested that the explanation of the remarkable effect 
Syotall_a symptom which wrually dieappeared ender the in- | which which 

Use of i 
il of Turpentinesin « ia,” in whieh the i 
made by Dr. 1859-hed ibeen followed, 
and.observed that he. had himself prescribed turpentine with 

1 ecuec causes, 
ized. oil was inistered. The usual dose was two | **ances w might vitiate the resulta, nae 

drachms twice a day. Scarcely any effect was observed from | Dr. T#omrson admitted the cogency of the objection, but as 
doses of one drachm. The influence of the oil on the pulse in- the observations had been madg between the hours of one and 
creased in _ to the dose in which it was ~ the ; 

Table showing the Changes of Pulse under Ozonized 

Cod-liver Oil. 

THE PRESIDENTS ANNUAL ADDRESS, 
names, and read the. 
e Fellows deceased during the previous yeary. 
ff whom are well known to the profession. The 
twelve Fellows, and was as follows:—Giorgio 
a Mr. Ormered ; Dr.J. C. Turner; 
, Bart.; J. P. Maunoir, of Geneva; Mr..Nor~ 
ison; Dr. VanOven; Dr. Theophilas Thompeon;: 
; Dr. William Baly.. The President then: 

addressed the Society to the following effect :— 

** Gentlemen, —The two years of my presidency have elapsed, 
and I resign my office to my successor, in whom we have se- 
lected a gentleman who is known to us by his renowned name 
and by his high character, both as a physician and an accom< 

i man. The Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society is a 

and valuable institution to our profession, As compared 

With our great colleges of medicine and surgery, it 

ee <i, isco, | the matared intellect of the man, while the services ef the col- 
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per, Mr. Travers, and Mr. ye 

rine; Dr. Blundell on Transfusion of Blood ; 
Rose on the Treatment of Venereal Disease without Mer- 
; Sir B. Brodie, on Diseases of the 
Organic Chemistry, by Berzelius, 

rout; on the Health of the Navy, 

Davis and Lee on Phi ia Do- 


ment to assail or invade it. What I consider this great 
is entitled to claim is the deference due to the concen’ 
authority of our profession in all matters relating to public 
health and safety. But so long as our authority is not concen- 
trated—so long as division prevails in our councils, of which I 
we cannot expect the confidence of either the Govern- 
ment or the public. If this object be a desideratum 
us, surely it cannot be accomplished till all the associated li 
are united in a common bond. If our branch societies are 
centres of strength, it is strength diffused, and not available to 
the purpose of enhancing the authority of the profession, In 
order to render this power valuable, whether to themselves or 
the parent Society, it must be concentrated ; and on all occa- 
sions in which discordant opinions prevail, especially on mat- 
ters in of interest are I would 
respectfully e question at issue oroughly 
sifted, not by individual inquiry, but by the combined force of 
a committee of Fellows appointed by the Council for that 
— urpose. And can we claim ing for the intimate 
relati ip that has for so many years subsisted between the 
Royal Society and the leading members of our profession? 
How large have been their contributions to the ‘ Philosophical 
Transactions’! May we not reflect with pride that that great. 
Society is at this moment under the presi of a member of 
our own profession ?—a man who in his medical capacity has 
done more than perhaps any other living author to illuminate 
the paths of ical inquiry and promote the cause of truth. 
In conclusion, remains | me to commend our 
t Society to your ing care, to express my 


tests | cause of medicine throughout the world, you will continue to 


with the sister 
ial observation ; 
that we examine more closely into causes; that we explore 
depths; that we analyze with a more acute and microscopic 
power as we explore minute structure by the aid of optical 
mechanism. If evidence were required of this onward march 
in professional knowledge, we have sufficient in the fact that 
Society is already subdivided into sections, each one form- 
society. New centres 
ine originally contemplated by the 
founders of our Society, which have attracted men of caine ; 
and large societies have been established, full of life, and power, 
and enterprise, in the otion of their activity and independ- 
ence. May we not infer their increasing vigour in the study 
of these collateral subjects, for the more complete cultivation 
of which the branch societies were originated? Need I appeal 
to the Fellows of this t and learned Society in justification 
of the claim of our noble profession to rank with the highest in 
the world of science? Can any science be more ennobling than 
that which has for its object the well-being of man, both men- 
tally and physically? If there exist sciences more profound, 
there is assuredly none more valuable to the world than the study 
of the laws that govern animal life and their deviation from 
health. Indeed it would be difficult to over-estimate the im- 
portance of our profession in an abstract sense, the influence of 
which is piers 


pare 
an authority which the mightiest of the earth bow. As 
compared with all other professions, the study of medicine in 
its widest sense is characterized by progress, Every step we 
take over the measureless field of tion develops new 
and untrodden scenes of interest to the inquiring mind, com- 
bining as we advance the double charm of novelty and truth. 
I conceive we have reached that period in oh ay 
which we should take our stand by the side in juxta- 
position with the great societies of England, and claim a more 

ic recognition by the Government of our country. We 
ask neither favour nor patronage. We make no sacrifice of 
our inde for independence is the especial ive 
of our profession, and it is beyond the power even @ govern- 


uphold its high name by your occasional contributions to the 
pages of its ‘ Transactions;’ and may we ever bear in mind 
the one prominent feature of our profession—that we have no. 
exclusive property in superior knowl but that, however 
acquired, it is only held in trust by us the benefit of the 
world. 


C. Johnson, Mr. James 
Paget. — Treasurers: Dr. , Mr. Charles Hawkins. — 
Secretaries: Dr. Sieveking, Mr. C. H. Moore, — Librarians : 
Dr. Barclay, Mr. G. D. Pollock. — Members of Council: Dr. 
Basham, Dr. Chambers, Dr. Maclachlan, Dr. Pitman, Dr. 
WwW Mr. Bostock, Mr. Samuel Cartwright, jun., Mr. Cath- 
sow hie. G. L. Cooper, Mr. Partridge. 


HARVEIAN SOCIETY. 
Tuurspay, Fes. 21st. 
Dr. SIEVEKING, PRESIDENT. 


A piscussion introduced by Dr. Laycmore upon the use of 
THE TURKISH BATH 


enabled many of the members t to record their personal 
experience of its effect upon A von and their views regerding 
its employment as a remedial agent. The general opinion 
the s ers seemed to be that in many chronic affections, 
‘‘ where not contra-indicated by disease of the heart or 
vessels,” it might prove of great benefit as an adjunct to other 
remedies, e:pecially when time and experience had proved to 
what degree of temperature it might with safety be ae 
in this climate. A feeling against the present fashion of its 
indiscriminate employment by the public was not only unani- 
mously expressed, but supported by the relation 
instances in which it had produced pM te syncope, 
Mr. Weepen Cooke made a communication respecting 
THE SURGICAL DISEASES OF THE TONGURB, 


and illustrated it by numerous drawings of the various patho- 
logical conditions of that organ. y glancing only at the 
varying aspects of the papille in diseases which come more 
immediately under the notice of the physician, Mr. Cooke took 
a rapid <7 of those injuries and diseases of the structure of 
the tongue which are generally considered to be surgical cases. 
Wounds, whether incised, contused, or lacerated, invari 
healed rapidly in healthy constitutions—a circumstance whi 
was the part, and in 
some measure, perhaps, to the beneficial influence of the sali- 
vary secretion. Jdiopathic glossitis was a 


240 Tae Lancer,) 
leges are engaged chiefly in the dissemination of elementary 

knowledge required by the student, in promoting education, 

Society of Medicine calls on the resources of the mind when 

matured by observation and experience. It may be considered 

the centre and mart in which eminent members of our profes- 

sion exhibit the products of their deeper thought and more 

elaborate investigations, and from which are educed —— 

tical wisdom by which the conduct and the practice of the 

profession are regulated. The papers of our ‘ Transactions’ 

are selected by the Council without favour = with | 

a view to carry their influence into the mind of the profession | 

by the enunciation to | 

extend the general knowledge of disease or its treatment; and 

that the services rendered by the So- 

ciety to the profession have been remarkable for their extent | 

aad value, I-will select few casual from the early | 

volumes of the ‘ Transactions,’ proving that they have exer- 

cised an influence of a very positive kind on the nature ond 

treatment of disease, and many of which were the germs of 

valuable and standard works.” 

Ane 

Dr. 

Mr. 

cury 

Join 

Drs. 

by S 

lens; and Dr. Mars 8 first paper on of Blood. 

‘* We are all familiar with the influence of these papers on | 

the mind of the profession, and every day’s experience 

and confirms their value. It would be invidious to follow up | 

this list from the recent volumes, which, however, are replete | 

with valuable material, exercising, directly or through report, | 

a powerful influence on the practice of us all. If we consider | 

that the materials for medical study are redaced as we advance 

in knowledge by the necessary diminution of the circle that 

surrounds it, we cannot doubt that what we have lost in mea-| Tj,» following officers and other members of Council were 
surement of surface we have gained in depth. In truth, we have | oiocted-— President: Dr. Babington. — Vice-Presidents: Dr. 
plunged soil, and developed truths most 

valuable to us all. 1t cannot be doubted that as we advance in 

progress we show an increasing appetite for knowledge ; that we | 

community. most ristic 18 power, | a 
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arising at times without any assignable cause, and ily en- 
tirely under the control of the surgeon. 
phlogistic treatment very quickly overcame the malady. Hy- 
pertrophy, depending either on ic i matory action or 
on tuberculosis, was a more serious and protracted lesion of 
this organ. In either case it was an indication of diminished 
vital power, and for its relief cod-liver oil and iron with or 
without iodide of potassium, and generous diet, generally 
ved most beneficial; but it was always a troublesome affec. 
Ene, the cure of which required much patience and prudence 
on the part of the sufferer. Sea-air was always most ser- 
viceable in these cases. Uvceration occurring in this organ 
was either aphthous, dyspeptic, stramous, syphilitic, or can- 
cerous. The proper osis of the origin of the ulcer was 
most important, inasmuch as the treatment required in each 
case was peculiar to itself, and could not be beneficial unless 
to the systemic condition out of which arose the 

ulcer under consideration. After describing the aphthous, dys- 
peptic, and strumous ulcers of the tongue, and exhibiting draw- 
of them, Mr. Cooke contrasted especially the syphilitic 
cancerous ulcers of this organ, and stated that they were 
often confounded ; that syphilitic ulcers with much induration 
of the tongue had been treated as cancerous, remaining for 
years without benefit, when, the proper diagnosis being arrived 
at, they had been cured so rapidly as to excite wonder on the 
of Whenever person presented himself with 
an alcer o' ie, It was always necessary to investigate 
minutely his whole constitutional history, observing with 
especial care any cutaneous eruption of even the most trifling 
character. Thus armed, we may take into consideration the 
peculiarities of the local ulcer, and so arrive at a mature judg- 
ment respecting the group in which it should be classified and 
the treatment it should undergo, “And in these investiga- 
tions,” said Mr. Cooke, “‘it is necessary to take nothing for 
granted. The patient often deceives himself, or is really igno- 
rant of his having a syphilitic taint ; and if we do not examine 
carefully for ourselves we also shall be led astray in the dia- 
gnosis, upon which depend the life and happiness of the 
credit as skilful su 3.” After 
bing the different characteristics of syphilitic and can- 
cerous ulcers of the tongue, Mr. Cooke alluded shortly to the 
distinctions between syphilitic and cancerous tumours of this 


vividly with hard cartilaginous sensation produced by the 
other. Operations for cancer of the never succeeded in 
checking the disease for any length of time. If it did not re- 
turn in the itself, the sublin or submaxi glands 

i misery of the patient was 


by ligature, by the kaife, and by the écraseur—Mr. 
no doubt that the knife was the most desirable, 


malignant affections of the e. In the latter 

class a cure was always to be effected; whilst in’ the former, 

much relief from suffering was to be obtained, and in some in- 

stances the disease had been arrested in its progress. Lotions 

of chlorate of potash, sulphate of per, and borax were 

commended, together with the seauaiel administration of the 
acids, bark, and cod-liver oil. 

e discussion which followed, Dr. Hare, Dr. Sieveking, 

Dr, Camps, and other members took part. 


EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 
Monpay, Fes, 1861. 
Dr. Basryetox, Presmpent, THE 


Dr. Bryson read a paper on the 


RECENT INTRODUCTION OF YELLOW FEVER INTO 
PORT ROYAL, JAMAICA. 

After some introductory remarks in reference to provisions and 
other stores on board of wer, te the maneer in which 
these are stowed in the hold and other parts of the vessel, 
and to the general condition of the decks, &c., Dr. 
commenced the subject of his paper by stating that H.M.’s 
ship Icarus was commissioned at Sheerness, on the 23rd of 
November, 1859, for service within the tropics. Early in 
January, 1860, the Jcarus sailed from England, and arrived on 
the West Indian Station in February. After visiting several 
ports in the Gulf of Mexico, the Jcarus early in June was at 


Port-au-Prirce, in the island of St. Domingo, for three days, 
when she left for Port Royal, Jamaica, where she arrived on 
the 16th of the same month. On the 2st of June the Jcarus 
again put to sea, and anchored at the island of Ruatan, off the 
coast of Central America, on the 27th. On the passage be- 
tween Port Royal and Ruatan the first case of yellow fever 
occu on board the Jcarus, the subject of it being an officer 
who had led an irregular life while ashore at Jamaica, He 
was attacked on the 24th of June, and died in three days. 
Port Royal and Kingston, the only towns he visited in 
Jamaica, were, with the exception of sporadic cases, reported 
to be free from yellow fever. The disease in this case, accord- 
ing to the surgeon of the ship, one of the most intelligent 
cers in the service, was clearly contracted on shore. Leaving 
Ruatan on the 28th of June, and having again visited Port 
Royal, Jamaica, the /carws returned to the Bay of Honduras, 
frequently anchoring, and remaining a day or two at Belize, 
Ruatan, Jruxillo, and other places along the coast. On the 
14th of August, after having been at anchor at Belize for three 
days, she sailed for Truxillo, where she arrived on the 20th, 
and three days afterwards the second case of yellow fever 
made its appearance; but as eight weeks had elapsed since 
the death of the first case, the one could have had no possible 
connexion with the other. Whether the patient had been 
ashore at Belize, is not mentioned; but this case, which 
happened on the 23rd of August, was followed by others on the 
27th, 28th, and 30th of the same mouth. Cases of a less severe 
character continued to occur up to the 16th of September, when 
the attacks became more frequent and more severe, Truxi 
where the Jcarws was at this time at anchor, was free from 
yellow fever; but at Belize, which she had just before 
that disorder hed been ing with great severity, and 
within three weeks carried off thirty per cent. of the white 
population. The /carus had free communication with the 
shore at Belize, where, doubtless, she contacted the disease. 
On the 29th of September the Jcarus lft the coast of Hon- 
duriis with many sick on board, and resched Port Royal, 
Jamaica, on the 9th of October. By this time, however, out 
of a crew numbering 120 persons, 82 had been attacked by the 
scourge, and 32 had succumbed to it. The worst cases were 
as speedily as possible remov: d to the Naval Hospital at Port 
Royal, where tive others subsequently died, raising the total 
mortality to twenty-two per cent. of the total number of attacks, 

Notwithstanding the virulence of the fever, and the loss of 
more than a fourth of the whole ship’s company, it may be said 
that up to this point there is no absolute and incontrovertible 
proof that the disease infectious properties, because, 
according to the views of those who deny that yellow fever can 
be propagated by infection, it may be assumed that its invasion 
of the /carus was due to-some noxious agent in the ship, or to 
an epidemic constitution of the atmosphere. Indeed, causes of 
the most extraordinary character have from time to time been 
en to explain away the eruption and spread of yellow 

ver, 

When the /carus arrived at Port Royal, the inhabitants of 
the town, the troops in the barracks, and the crew of the 
stationary ship /maum—in fact, the entire community for fifty 
miles round, whether on sea or land, were, and had been for 
many months, in a state of yood health, although, as previously 
noticed, sporadic cases of yellow fever were occasionally occur- 
ring amongst new-comers, 


Marianne quarantine hulk. On the llth, the same boat 
crew were further employed removing personal luggage, 
men’s effects, and other articles from the Icarus, preparatory 


to ber being cleared out. While engaged in these duties on 


-| board, twelve out of the fourteen boys composing the 


went below, to avoid a heavy shower of rain, while the 
two sheltered themselves under the boom-boat on 
deck, On the 14th, or three days afterwards, as mi 
been ex , and was, indeed, predicted, one of the 
who gone below was attacked with fever in the morn 
and another in the of the same day. On the 
day six more were attacked, and on the day following 
others. All of these lads were sent to the hospital, 
most of them died. 

Notwithstanding even the lamentable results to 


the Jmaum’s boat, had the fever now ceased, it might 
have been contended i 


Cooke had 
e had seen | 
very bad results from the use of the écraseur. Local and con- 
stitutional treatment was of the utmost value in the malignant 
a The sick of the Jcarus were conveyed from that ship in @ 
pinnace sent from the /mawm, the crew of which also assisted 
Siar ROR AE the patients out of the boat, and across the esplanade to the 
hospital. On the following day (Oct. 10th), the same boat’s 
crew took the convalescents to the hospital, and the remainder 
of the crew of the Jcarus, who had escaped the fever, to the 
crew 
her 
per 
Lave 
ys 
ing, 
hext 
ere 
of 
still 
is 
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wholly due to terrestrial or atmospheric causes, that proof of 
infectious propagation was still wanting; for the boat’s crew 
had all been on board the /carus, and had there been exposed 
to the same cause or causes which had acted with such destruc- 
tive force.on the crew of that ship. By an easy effort of as- 
sumption, the attack of the /maum’s boys might (in the absence 
of further ) have been referred to local agencies existing 
in the hold or in the’ surrounding atmosphere. Unhappil 

for those who subsequently to the events just fell 
victims to the disease, but fortunately of truth, 
the progress of the fever did not terminate here. On the 
17th.of October..one of the Jmaum’s crew, who had not 
been on board the /carus, although he had come in contact 
withgome of the officers and their ge on shore at the 


its introduction into the Jmaum ; and, as if further, if 
possible, to determine its communicability and the necessity of 
1 re measures of isolation and segregation in such 

it shown that the disease was also propagated to 
crews of two other vessels of war in Port Royal—namely, 
Barracouta. The Hydra was lying at 

hen the fever-stricken Jcarus arrived, and. she 
boat with an officer and crew on board of 


dthe /carus. What direct commu- 


boarding 


i in the i the Hydra was dispatched to 
the, northward, .and she reached Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 
13th, November without a on board, having 


the germs of the fever in their or baggage. 
Two days after the Barracouta left Port Royal on her way 
to: Bermuda, two men presented. themselves with decided 
of yellow fever; one of them an engineer from the 

maum, the other a boy ing to the Barracouta. The 
next day (October 26th) two boys, who had also come from the 
Imaum, ‘were attacked... On the 27th, two of the Barracouta’s 
memwere likewise taken with fever. It being now evident 
that:the disease had.in reality spread to the ship’s company, 
there-was no longer necessity for keeping the su eraries 
apart. them. On the 28th, the v i at Bermuda; 
but the civil authorities, dreading a reintroduction of yellow 
them, refused permission to land the sick. 
provisions and of medicines and other neces- 

were, however, sent on board.. The. Barracouta there- 
fove sailed for Halifax on the 5th November; but being on the 
afternoon of the same day overtaken by a violent storm, which 
blew.dowr the hurricane house, erected for the accommodation 
of the sick on deck, and thus exposed them to the wind and 
rain, it was resolved: most judi ten days labouring 
in a heavy sea, and the ship drifting rapidly to leeward, to 


shape a course for England rather than hazard running back. . 
into the tropics, where the fever would in all probability have. 
broken ont with renewed force. On the 25th, the Barracouta 
arrived at Spithead, with only a few convalescents under treat- 
ment. 


“*Tt is thus,” concluded Dr, Bryson, ‘‘as clear as evidence - 
canwell make it, that the crew of the Jcarus brought the _ 
yellow fever into Port Royal; that they infected the boat’s 
crew sent from the /maum to remove the sick to the hospital; _ 
and that the Jmaum’s boat's crew next infected their 
mates, who had previously been in perfect health. In like 
manner the /carus communicated the disease to the boat’s crew . 


narrated been fully established. _He considered that Dr. Ban- 
croft and those of the same school were altogether wrong in re- - 


jecting unconditionally the doctrine of the infectious communi-_ 


cation of yellow fever. Far from going along with them, 
believed the timbers of a ship could be so imbued 
the materies morbi of yellow fever as to be 
rise to that disease i i 


peared from Dr. Bryson’s 
acclimated, from the J 

which he thought was a mistaken proceeding. 
several instances in which the mere landing of the 


aif 


blished as to repel any attempt to 
Icarus had arrived at Port 


Hydra, and from the Jmaum to the Barracouta, 
that could not, after what had been related by Dr. 
disputed, except by those whose prejudices rendered 
capable of reasoning upon the subject. . The out-and 


a | sent from the Hydra, who also subsequently infected their - 
shipmates. Next the crew of the Barracouta were infected by . 
dockyard, was taken with yellow fever. On the 19th, four | the supernumeraries sent from the Jmaum. Thus from one. 
memof the Jmauwm were seized; and on the 2lst, two others, | central focus, and within the mop of a few weeks, was the 
Several of these men were what is considered fully acclimated, {| yellow fever radiated in three distinct and distant directions, _ 
and-had not been out of the ship for some time previously, | establishing at each point a fresh nidus of infection, capable of — 
Soon the fever — over the whole ship, attacking indis- | propagating itself to all susceptible persons coming within the ~ 
criminately the and the young, the acclimated and the | sphere of its influence, and ning sae unequivocal 
nonracclimated, until the cases amounted to thirty-eight, of | and conclusive proof of the communicability of the disorder.” 
which seventeen had a fatal termination. Meanwhile, there} Dr. Mitroy could not, after hearing such a history as that — 
being ‘but little communication with the troeps in barracks | detailed in Dr. Bryson’s paper, come to any other conclusion 
andthe crews of other vessels in the harbour, these hitherto | than that the infectious nature of the fever had in the cases. 
hadventirely escaped the disease. 
Some.may be disposed to say, ‘‘ It is not quite clear how the 
fever got.on board the Jcarus;” but there can be no mistake 
| had left the vessel. uring 
Milroy, there have been many outbreaks of yello 
naval squadron on the West India station, and 
fore desirable to know if everything that. could 
e Hydra’s boats were subsequently employed for two | been done to ay events to mitigate, t 
wing guard aroun such a e alluded more i y 
SSS 
t’s crew has not yet been ascertained; but on the rsing them over the ship, while in their hamm« 
tober (or three days after the arrival of the /carus) 
yellow fever occurred in the Hydra, On the follow- he 
and on the I4th, the officer who had boarded the 
the next seized. The fever now spread generally | within the tropics, as was the ease wit: ight 
Ss wee we chery in the course of about a week she re- | some years ago at Barbadoes, had been followed by a 
‘to Port Royal, having during her absence lost five of | of the fever, and this alternative he considered pre 
her-erew, and a number of cases were still under treatment on | running the ship to the northward, which in some 
board.. With every appearance of the fever increasing if she | be attended with inconvenience to the public serv 
thought too much care could not be taken to prevent accumu- 
lations of filth below, as, independently of the foul emanations _ 
from such matter, the formation ef sulphuretted hydrogen was - 
more of her crew on the passage. favoured by its admixture with bilge-water under the limber 
With noe to the Barracouta, On the 19th October she | boards. : . 
arrived. at Dr. observed that this most important paper of 
good health. On 24th of the same month, 103 supernu- | Dr. Bryson, however valuable and instructive, appeared to 
memries—-young men and boys belonging to the /maum, all | open up but little field for discussion amongst the members, as 
regently from England, and two persons who had been under the facts it detailed were so clearly and so unequivocally esta- 
treatment. in the Naval Hospital Port Royal, for dysentery— quvticn then. _That the 
‘were-sent on board of her, they might be removed from a m Truxillo with yellow 
locality that had now become unsafe | The. supernumeraries | fever contracted a ize, and that the same disease had been 
‘were enjoined to hold no communication with the shi ’s com- | communicated from the Jcarus to the Jmaum and to the 
pany and were separated as much as possible from - chi on ere facts 
“supposition that the former might have brought with them Bryson, be 
them in- 
-out oppo- 
nents of the doctrine of imfection from my person in 
respect to yellow fever were as a class diminishing, but they 
were as yet far from being extinct; and he therefore, with Dr. 
Seer doubted whether the events connected with the /carus 
at Port Royal would in some quarters meet with a better fate 
than had befallen other equally convincing proofs recorded in 
the annals of yellow fever—such as the mtroduction of that 
disease into the island of Ascension by the Bann, into Fer- 
nando Po by the 4tna,.and into Boa Vista by the Hclair; all 
of which, notwithstanding their times 
been either ignored, or misrepresen y the sup-: 
pression of truth, or the worse than erroneous assumptions of © 
those who, to account fever, fe 
some incomprehensible hypothesis, . as the occurrence of a 
‘* peculiar state of the atmosphere,” limited (as consistency — 
compels them to admit) to the 
vailed, and to the precise period of its duration. In these nn 
of free-trade and unrestricted intercourse quarantine was &— 
word of evil sound and import ; but the Epidemiological Society 
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had for its object the discussion not of commercial but of scien- 
tific questions; and he conceived it to be the duty of 
authority to mitigate, if they could not ‘altogether 
consideration the possible 

ships in the West Indies and 

proceeding latitude, he should with 
desire to see that course taken in some 9 


an 
its adopti 


nothin 
or shi t wou 
others i 
of m 


& 


5 


B 


should at the next meeting bring forward a brief account, b 

Dr. Kinnear, Deputy Snapecter-thanual of Port Royal Hospital, 
of the events connected with the sick of the /carus and Jmaum 
after being landed at the hospital, which would be found 


4 tifying feature in the sad history of the 
goog) to which all had listened with so much interest; and 
was, that the documents relating to it, so clearly and so 
pablic throngh the medium of the 
ic medium idemiologi iety. 
time hed been when the production of such reports and 


inevitably led might have entailed upon a medical officer per- 
Secution, or, in words, neglect—the only form of persecu- 
tion which, in a case of this kind, could, even in those days, be 
safely employed by official authority. 

Dr. Brysoy, in reply to Dr. Milroy, said that the recent ex- 
tension of yellow fever into countries previously free from that 
scourge supported on the scale the view of its infectious 
character. Contrary to Dr. Milroy, he deprecated the plan of 
landing yellow fever crews at or in any place where 
the disease could exist. He contended that the only chance 
for a yellow-fever-stricken crew was to send them of to a cold 
latitude. He was glad that of late Dr. Milroy’s opinions with 
+ pie to the infection of cholera, as well as of yellow fever, 

undergone considerable modification. Dr, Milroy had. al- 
Inded to the efflavium from bilge-water in the holds. Now, 
it was notorious that articles of silver, gold: lace, &., were 
constantly being blackened, in officers’ cabins, from the evolu- 
tion of sulphuretted hydrogen, bat without prejudice to health. 
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There was to’ 


the enunciation of such views as those to which these papers: 


Dr. Tavprcuum read a paper on the 
PUTREFACTION OF BILE AND THE FORMATION OF 


pe of bile, and agreed generally with Gorw Besanez, 
differed from him in considering that the idic acid re- 
is of the cholic, and not the cholic 


and of Books 


A Treatise on Diseases of the Joints, By Richard BaRWELL, 
F.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon to Charing-Cross Hospital, &. 


Illustrated by Engravings on Wood. pp. 469. 3 
Churchill. 


Tus volume will be welcomed, both by the pathologist and 
the surgeon, as being the record of much honest research and 
careful investigation into the nature and treatment of a most 
important class of disorders. Mr. Barwell has made himsel 
known already by various contributions to the surgery of the 
articulations in the periodicals of the day, snd he here gives us 
the results of investigations exten(ing o'er many years, and 
embracing all those points which have been touched upon by 
various writers in this and other countries. 

In the commencement of his work, the author discusses 
briefly the physiological anatomy of the articulations, in order 
to clear up what he considers to have been mistakes on the part 
of previous writers, and which become of importance when the 
pathology of joints is under investigation. It is on the natare 
of the articular lamella that Mr. Barwell’s views chiefly differ 
from those generally accepted, since he maintains that far from 
being an impermeable stratum of cartilage, impregnated with 
earthy matter, as originally described by Mr. Toynbee, and 
-eonfirmed by Messrs, Tomes and De Morgan, it presents nume- 
rous minute tubuli, somewhat after the manner of dentine, 
through which autriment is conveyed from the bone to the 
articular cartilage. 

Believing, then, that articular cartilage derives the whole of 
ite nourishment from its deep surface, Mr. Barwell shows that 
the cartilage-corp change their arrangement from a ver- 
tical to a horizontal direction as they approach the articular 
surface, and that hence what. has been deseribed as epithelium, 
or as synovial b continued over the cartilage, is nothing 
| more than the superticial flattened corpuscles. 

It is very generally taught and believed, that a vacoum 
exists within a joint, and that the pressure of the atmosphere 
aids materially in keeping the articular surfaces in contact, of 
which the hip is ordinarily adduced as an example. A series 
of elaborate experiments by the author prove, however, that no 


| vacuum really exists at all, and that it is upon cohesion between 


GALL-STONES. 
The author had observed casts of biliary ducts occupying the 
very centres of gall-stones, from which he inferred that the 
was not confined to the gall. r. These casts were con- 
i ine. According to the author the essential constituents 
Se ts are cholochrome, cholic and choloidie acids, and 
sorted to with the infected ship earthy salts, being the products which are precipitated mn | 
assuredly relieve commanders. in-ch mmand, | the putrefaction of bile out of the body; whence he inferr 
as well as medical officers on distan 
doubt, and ibility, if an order were whereby an acid state of the bile was produced. Human gall- 
authorities i teen onder incapable of stones usually contain, in addition, a large quantity of cho- 
anyone—to the effect that, apart from the conflict of opmion | /esterine crystallized around the true biliary calculi. The 
in respect to the inGections or non-infectious nature of yellow author described, from his own observation, the process of the 
fever, every ship invaded by that disorder should at once 
proceed to a calor climate, by which, ay all experience, bs 
t, disease will in a comparatively ri — 
be extinguished; and that, in the event of its being in. | from a metamorphosis of the choloidic acid. 
the cick Mr. R. Avie read a paper on 
capable maintaining yellow fever, measures of isolation quneus-a08. 
or segregation of the sick from the healthy should be strictly _ 
had recourse to, as well as of exposing them as much as | The author believed that the position of ground ice wasmerely 
ible to a free circulation of fresh air. He added that he | one of lodgement. d 
Dr. FRANKLAND considered that ground ice was formed at 
the spots on which it was found ; that in rapid shallow streams 
| the temperature became uniform throughout from top to bot- 
| tom; and that the irregularities of the bottom determined the 
confirm the facts and views of Dr. Bryson ie 
Dr. Mackay, from experience on the coast of Brazil 
and elsewhere, coincided in the views of Dr. Bryson. 
Dr. BastneTon said he should think that ranning out of the 
tropics was always desirable in such cases. On the assumption 
“that yellow fever was, as he believed, an infectious disease, 
ys really effective segregation was scarcely 
‘sible on board af ship. 
Dr. Hawarp. a few observations on the general doc- 
trine of contagion, and the influence of the rainy season on the 
production of disease within the tropics. 
- Thomson, and Messrs. W. Weston and J. Napier. 
Bogor worevead on the Action of Dilute Nitric Acid upon | 
the Hydrocarbons of the Benzol Series, by Messrs. W. De la | 
“Rue and H. Miller; and om the Binulphide of Iodine, by Dr 
Guthrie, 
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two moist surfaces that the integrity of the articulation de- 
pends. The important practical bearing of these several views 
becomes evident in subsequent chapters. 

Acute synovitis, being the most common affection of the joints, 
is naturally the one first treated of, and, as the author shows, 
it is a disease ‘‘which acknowledges more causes than any 
other simple malady in the range of pathology.” Five cases 
illustrate this statement, each of them having a different cause, 
and presenting similarities of local action, while the general or 
systemic symptoms of all the cases were different. 

So far from agreeing with some authors that dryness of the 
synovial ruembrane is the first effect of synovitis, Mr. Barwell 
maintains that inflammation first induces congestion of the 
sub-synovial tissue, accompanied by rapid effusion of serum into 
the cavity of the joint. Cotemporaneously with this effusion, 
the villi of the synovial membrane become hypertrophied, and 
give the membrane a velvety appearance, and the membrane 
itself soon becomes puffy and swollen, while the peri-articular 
tissues become thickened, and shreds of false membrane are 
found floating within the cavity of the joint. Should the in- 
flammation run on unchecked, the synovial effusion i is found to 
become opaque and turbid, and to have in susp a b 
of cells, nuclei, and exudation-corpuscles, many of which the 
author proves to be derived from the disintegration of the car- 
tilage, and effusion of the cartilage cells, Thus, then, we have 
pus, or puriform matter, formed in the cavity of a joint, con- 
joined, as it generally is, with destruction of the articular car- 
tilage, which will eventually spread to the bone, leading to 
articular caries, and, possibly, amputation or death. In detail- 
ing the symptoms of synovitis, the author shows that though 
heat is one of its constant accompaniments, yet that in the 
varieties of the disease, the heat differs not only in degree, but 
in kind. Thus, in traumatic synovitis, the heat appears to lie 
in the deep-seated structures, while in the rheumatic variety it 
is apparently superficial; and again, in pyemic and gonorrheeal 
cases, there is not generally so much heat as in simple synovitis. 
In these latter varieties, also, the author has observed, that so 
far from being reddened, the affected joints are actually more 
pallid than in the normal condition. 

The swelling of synovitis will, of course, produce different 

ces in each articulation, and these are detailed at 
length; while it is shown, both by observation and experiment 
upon the dead body, that distension of a joint with flaid inva- 
riably causes the limb to assume a special and distinctive atti- 
tude, 

In the treatment of this disorder, the antiphlogistic remedies 
are recommended, and specially antimony, combined with 
opium or otherwise. Rest upon a splint, and local depletion by 
cupping or leeches, followed by hot fomentations and poultices, 
are advised, until the disease shows a tendency to subside into 
the chronic or subacute form, when cold and pressure may be 
had recourse to, combined, if necessary, with counter-irritation 
and the internal administration of tonics. 

After showing that the affection of the joints in rheumatism 
is a true synovitis arising from a morbid poison in the system, 
Mr. Barwell devotes a chapter to a very important disease— 
the production of pus in a joint, or pyarthrosis. He holds 
pyemia, or purulent infection, as he would prefer to call it, 
to be the result of an absorption of morbid matter—not pus— 
by the veins, which produces phlebitis; but that the severity 
of the disease depends very greatly upon an epidemic influence 
affecting the blood in a peculiar manner, and hence purulent 
infection, like erysipelas, is more rife at one time than another. 

Besides the form of pyarthrosis unfortunately too commonly 
known as the direct result of the above affection, the author 
includes under this head a disorder which is not generally 
recognised as of the same class—viz., gonorrhceal rheumatism. 
This he believes to depend upon slight purulent infection, no 
doubt resulting from an inflammation of the parts about the 
urethra, which, in operations upon the urinary organs, not un- 
freqdently leads to the more severe form of pyemia, 


In the treatment of gonorrheal rheumatism,—for we must 
still use the convenient term,—Mr. Barwell strongly recom- 
mends large doses of quinine, while in pywmia itself he has 
recourse to stimulants of all kinds, believing that 

‘*One cannot talk with any propriety of curing a disease 
like this; the poison is actually in the blood, All that we can 
do is to support the system, and prevent mischief while the 
morbid matter is being and in some instances we 
can prevent the formation of more poison.” 

With respect to the joint itself, it is recommended that a 
splint and soothirg applications be applied, and that abscesses, 
if external to the joint, should not be opened unnecessarily, 
but that if the pus is in the articulation it should be evacuated 
by a free incision. 

The author has evidently bestowed very considerable pains 
upon the chapter on Strumous Synovitis, and the importance 
of the subject fully justifies his care, since it is in this disorder 
that many of the most intractable and disastrous joint affec- 
tions have their origin. He shows that the first change which 
a strumous foint undergoes is in the synovial membrane, from 
which granulations spring, and grow into the cavity of the 

“‘ The essence of this is a change in the mode of de- 
velopment of the epithelial cells, Under the irritation of the 
disease, these bodies fall off, and there are developed instead, 
from the basement membrane, cells which have not, like the 
epithelial, lost their generative power, and which, therefore, 
constantly aye new cytoblasts. By this means many of 
the villous-like processes and their finn Re wal sacculi become 
matted together, while some grow and shoot cs across the 
joint, at first in a reticulated form, supported on the 
subsequently, as they increase in breadth, they unite late’ y. 
and become layers of false membrane, Thus, by constant 
formation of new cell-layers internal to those previously deve- 
loped, the cavity of the joint is more and more diminished.” 

While this inflammatory action in the synovial membrane is 
proceeding, the cartilages become diseased, and, as is commonly 
said, ulcerate. The author shows that this process is the result 
of a true inflammation, by which the cartilages ‘‘ undergo a 
transformation into a form of granulation, or into nascent 
areolar tissue ;” and he maintains that since “ any part which 
is capable of nutrition is also capable of inflammation, it can 
be no longer denied that cartilage is liabie to be inflamed and 
consequently ulcerated.” Inflammation of the articular lamella 
soon follows that of the cartilage, and the articular ends 
become affected, and from the opened cancelli granulations 
spring up and unite with those of the synovial membrane. 
Pus has, in all probability, already formed within the joint, 
and this fluid Mr. Barwell does not regard as a distinctive 
agent per se, but simply as one of the results of disorganization 
of tissue which must be evacuated that the granulating sur- 
faces may come in contact, and, if possible, grow together and 
produce a cure by obliterating the articular cavity, and causing 
anchylosis, 

In considering the symptoms and treatment of the disorder, 
which space will not allow us to remark upon at length, the 
author lays great stress upon and describes fully two varieties 
of Struma, the one characterized by delicacy of skin, bril- 
liancy of eye, and a peculiar form of beauty ; the other by a 
coarse ugliness, a muddy complexion, and an unhealthy skin 
which are of importance, since the constitutional treatment 
must be varied considerably in the two cases. The local treat- 
ment is also fully considered, and will well repay a perusal, 
more particularly since it is illustrated by numerous cases and 
several wood engravings. 

Chronic Rheumatic Synovitis, Syphilitie Synovitis, and 
Gouty Inflammation of the Joints are considered at length; 
and we then come to a chapter on Hydrarthrosis, where we 
observe that the author is an advocate for the injection of iodine 
into joints affected with the disorder; and certainly the cases 
he quotes are very satisfactory examples of the success of the 
treatment. 


Under the head of Diseases commencing in the Bone, Mr. 
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Barwell includes Acute Articular Osteitis, Struamous Articular 
Osteitis, and Chronic Rheumatic Arthritis. It will be ob- 
served that he differs from most of our authors in dividing the 
inflammation of bone into the acute and chronic varieties, the 
former of which has been more particularly described by Klose 
and other German authorities. 

The chapter on Strumous Articular Osteitis is equally impor- 
tant with the one on Strumous Synovitis. Actaal deposit of 
tubercular matter in bone is believed by the author to be of 
Tare occurrence; and he shows that the disease commences in 
hyperemia of the articular extremity, ending in suppuration 
within the cancelli of the bone, and subsequent caries. Some 
original researches are appended with respect to the micro- 
scopic changes in inflamed and carious bone, which will repay 
perusal. The author enters at length into the differential dia- 
vitis; and describes also the symptoms indicative of caries or 
necrosis in the articular extremity of a bone, 

The chapter devoted to the separate consideration of Hip- 
disease is especially worthy of notice, both from the complete- 
ness of its details and the novelty of some of the views it 
inculcates. The lengthening of the limb characteristic of the 
second, and the shortening accompanying the third stage of 
the disorder are shown by the author to be only apparent, and 
to depend in reality upon obliquity of the pelvis; and this 
view is supported by reference to actual cases and by experi- 
ments upon the dead body. The pain at the knee so charac- 
teristic of hip-disease, which has long been a disputed point, is 
believed to depend (lst) upon direct irritation of the nerves in 
the neighbourhood of the joint, (2nd) on sympathy between 
the two ends of the femur, and (3rd) on spasm of muscles; and 
it is to the latter cause also that Mr. Barwell attributes the 
apparent lengthening of the limb. 

We must pass on at once to the concluding chapter of the 
work, which will be regarded by many surgeons with especial 
interest at the present time, since it is devoted to the question 
of the Removal of Joints by Excision. Mr. Barwell discusses the 
question with remarkable fairness, giving, however, his decided 
opinion in favour of resections in preference to amputations; 
and he gives us some valuable statistics of the several operations 
to the present time. Thus of the hip 104 cases are recorded, of 
which 92 were for disease, of which 88 recovered ; while of the 
knee 181 cases are collected, of which 39 died, 20 were 
amputated, and 122 recovered ! 

The author enters fully into the reasons for the arrest of 
growth which has been noticed in certain of the cases of resec. 
tion of the knee in children, and shows that it depends upon the 
too extensive removal of the lower end of the femur, by which 
the whole of the epiphysal cartilage is cut away and the growth 
of the bone prevented. This fact is well illustrated by a sketch 
of a patient of Mr. Pemberton six years after the operation, 
and is one which should be carefully borne in mind in future 
operations on young subjects. 

We cannot conclude this notice of a valuable and useful book 
without calling attention to the amount of bond-fide work it 
contains, In the present day of universal book-making, it is 
no slight matter for a volume to show laborious investigation, 
and at the same time original thought, on the part of its 
author, whom we may congratulate on the successful comple- 
‘tion of his arduous task. 


THE TREATMENT OF INCONTINENCE OF 


URINE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Sm,—A reference having been made in your journal of the 
23rd Feb. to a recent article in the Bullétin de T'hérapeutique, 


in which M. Jacquemin, of Paris, states that he has success- 
fully treated a large number of cases of incontinence of urine 
in children by the application of an elastic clamp, I venture to 


of the 19th of Jan 
injurious effects whi 


the patient, and which ly contrary to the simple 
rules of medical science, if we dispassionately take into con- 
sideration the various causes of enuresis with a view to arriving 
at a rational method of treatment. 

+ The chief acknowledged causes of this disease are—injury or 
smalformation of the bladder and adjacent parts; an irritable 
condition of the muscular coat of the bladder, arising from the 
presence of a calculus, or from a morbidly stimulating quality 
of the urine; reflex spasmodic action of the detrusor muscles, 
occasioned by the existence of worms in the alimentary 

&c. ; debility or paralysis of the sphincter muscle conne 
with constitutional causes, or a habit on the part of the 
patient of retaining the urine beyond a due period, which may 
act as a cause of enuresis, either from the irritation induced 
by the stimulating character of the retained secretion, or from 
the unusual strain which is thrown upon the sphincter muscle, 
which, after a time, becomes consequently weakened. 

Now, in cases arising from any of the causes mentioned, it 
would be difficult, from palpable reasons, to point out a single 
one in which benefit might be reasonably expected to accrue 
from the compulsory retention of the urine, which, in fact, 
would, on the contrary, be very likely to act prejudicially to 
the patient by inducing an irritable state of the urethra and 
bladder, or by increasing any previously existing irritability. 
Another reason for the rejection of artificial compression, as a 
means of treatment, would be the diminution of the chances of 
effecting a cure which would result from the circumstance of 
the patient’s attention being continually directed to the seat of 
opposition to th hich I have adduced against 

o ition to the arguments whi ve i 
the = “7 wnaeaial restraint in enuresis, it may be urged 
that numerous authenticated cases are recorded of the benefit 
which has been derived from it. To this I would reply that 
the causes have not been satisfactorily stated in these cases, so 
that many of them may have been of a very simple character 
(in which hypothesis the extreme plan of treatment adopted 
would appear uncalled for), and that the internal use of bella- 
donna, Thich is employed by continental practitioners concur- 
rently with the artificial compression, may have sufficed to 
bring about a favourable result, or at any rate, by its sedative 
properties, to counteract the irritative effects of the clamp. 

As I have occupied your space sufficiently both now and in 
my recent paper in respect to this subject, I can only for the 
present refer to cases which have come under my notice, in 
which enuresis has been fearfully aggravated and complicated 
by a resort to mechanical treatment; but I trust that I have 
said enough to show that a judicious combination of tonic and 
sedative medicines is much more to be relied upon than any 
method, however ingenious, which has for its object the forcible 
of the urine in the 

remain, Sir, yours obediently, 
Wa. Ansorts Surrn, M.D., M.R.C.P. Lowp., 
Senior Physician to the City Dispensary, &c. 
Doughty-street, February, 1961. 


RAPID LABOUR. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sm,—In a back number of your journal I gave a 
quick labour occurring to my own wife. Now I should 
of a small space to give you another case, which may be 
teresting to the profession, and which also occurred to my wife. 

On the 2nd instant, I was in the room when my wife 


seven minutes and a half, and probably would 
boy | had the cord not been coiled twice round the neck of 


ee and the placenta equally large. 
Tam, Sir, yours y> 
Tottenham, March, 1861. G. Sxtwyn Morxts, M.D. 


Otrver Gotpsmirn. — The “ France Médicale” of 


address you upon the subject, as it bears a close relation to an 
article which you did me the favour to insert in Tue Lancer 


the 2nd inst. gravely states, in the obituary, that Dr. Oliver 
of Vicar of Wakefield,” has just died 


. 
ch are likely to occur from any plan of 
treatment of which the forcible retention of the urine in the 
bladder ay auehesere means is permitted to form a part—a 
practice which, although it has received the sanction of some 
continental authorities, must be with much to 
her first pain, a very slight one, and before I had time scarcely 
to turn up my sleeves for the purpose of making an examina- 
—_—_—_—_—_—_——— tion, one convulsive pain followed, and the child was born. 
a The whole time taken u in the process was certainly less than 
‘ 
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Tue promoters of railway schemes may be cordially allowed 
a high place amongst those who are impelled by their personal 
interests to do public service. Experience has shown that in 
many instances the wildest dreams of projectors have been 
surpassed by the actual benefits accruing from their specula- 
tions. But the idea of “‘ benefits” in connexion with railways 
is almost entirely commercial. We are taught to look at rail- 
‘ways entirely from a shareholder’s, a traveller's, or a mer- 
chant’s point of view. We admire how traffic is accelerated, 
how trade is increased, how new industries are created, how 
the value of land in the vicinity of a station rises; and we for- 
get that with all good there lurks some counterbalancing evil. 
» What this evil is, shareholders and the commercial public care 
- not to inquire. Yet the evil is one of enormous social and 
political importance, and is by no means deficient in even a 
financial interest. It is coming to be understood that about 
the most ruinous items of national extravagance are the four 
gaunt sisters—Sickness, Intemperance, Pauperism, and Crime. 
There is nothing more familiar to medical practitioners—who, 
better perhaps even than the clergy, are in a position to ob- 
“serve the working of the conditions which affect the physical 
. and moral well-being of the substratum of society—than the 
» loss of health, and the consequent misery and recklessness, in- 
~ flicted upon the labouring classes by crowding them together. 
- To counteract this tendency of the population towards accumu- 
lation and to mitigate its attendant evils is the most difficult 
problem of the sanitarian. If he could scatter the people, 
then might he easily attack and root out the nuisances that 
~-are injurious to health. But this fatal force of aggregation, 
resulting less from the internal cohesiveness of the poorer 
’ classes than from the constant external pressure exerted upon 
them, defies all his efforts. The Nuisances Removal ‘Act, the 
‘| Diseases Prevention Act, the Lodging-houses Act, which are 
his chief weapons, are, if not powerless, altogether inadequate 
to.cope with the dangers of overcrowding. It is a hopeless 
task, and often a bitter mockery and persecution, to track a 
poor family from house to house, telling the father that it is 
unhealthy, immoral, and sinful for six or seven men, women, 
and children to live in one room. It may be very wrong, but 
the hard alternative before him is, that he must live where his 
~ work is orstarve. If you turn him out of one court, he seeks 
refuge in the nearest similar locality. He will take his 
eehance of fever, but he and his family must have bread. Per- 
-sonal observation informs us that the picture drawn by the 
Earl of SHarrespury is true to the life. Speaking of the 
_ threatened demolition of the dwellings of the poor, he says :— 
~ “This order to turn out fills them with consternation : ‘they 
.. vush in. all directions to seek for a home. The husband or 
wife loses time and wages in searching for a dwelling-place ; 
and, probably, when the time»comes for quitting their abodes, 
they have not been able to provide another for one of two rea- 
~ sons—-either they have not had sufficient time to look about, 
» orthey have not been able to find a house to receive them. 
- The consequence is that these hundreds or thousands rush in 
vast crowds into already overcrowded dwellings of the neigh- 


bourhood, necessarily to the utter neglect of all considerations 
of decency or of health,” 

The Bishop of Lonpon cited an example which may be 
matched in all the poorer quarters of the metropolis :— 

‘* When Victoria-street was formed, 5000 persons were dis- 
placed in one parish, one-fourth of whom took refuge in the 
overcrowded districts on the other side of the river, while the 
others found shelter in the same vicinity; so that, as a general 
rule, every house before inhabited by one family came to be 
inhabited by three or four.” 

And on a smaller scale this process of compression of the 
poor, of squeezing them up into spaces smaller and smaller, is 
perpetually going on. The ruthless spirit of commerce domi- 
nates everything. Here it is the manufacturer, the brewer, 
the distiller, who builds up a huge pile, the shadow of which 
frowns over the humble dwellings of a neighbourhood, obstruct- 
ing light and air, Here it is a railway that comes “* improv- 
ing,” as our transatlantic cousins say, “a large population off 
the face of the earth.” In constructing a metropolitan rail- 
way—that is, one that does not burrow under ground, the first 
thing done is the razing all the houses that stand in the line. 
What, says the railway projector, is the poor man’s home? The 
good houses we demolish we pay for; the bad ones are better 
swept away, their occupants will find better lodgings else- 
where. Is the last proposition true? Very rarely indeed. 
The immediate effect of this demolition of dwellings in the 
centre of an inhabited locality is precisely what happens in a 
crowd gathered in a street to witness some attractive pageant. 
The procession advances, and straightway policemen and 
soldiers beat back the people to clear a central passage; the 
people are jammed up against the walls, and although the 
same number as before are in the street, they suffer all the 
evils of overcrowding. So it is in the case of a railway piercing, 
as the phrase is, through a dense population. The living mass 
is beaten back on either side, and compelled to pack itself as 
best it may in the remaining space. Why do they not go fur- 
ther afield? One reason is, that the poor are not always pro- 
vident ; another is, that they are often helpless. Further afield 
no dwellings are ready to receive them, and if there were 
their means of earming a livelihood forbid them to emigrate. 
Thus it is that habit reconciles them to the inconveniences of 
pressure; and if the opportunity of removal occurs, it comes 
too late to be appreciated by the demoralized and prostrated 
victims, 

This is the evil against which the Earls of Dersy and 
Suarressury and the Bishop of Lonpon warned the Howse of 
Lords as a consequence of the inconsiderate extension of metro- 
politan railways, ‘Ihere is another, scarcely Jess, to which 
we will ourselves direct attention. We suppose it is not often 
that a peer takes a walk under the arches of the Eastern 
Counties Railway Viaduct in its course through Bethnal-green, 
Those only who are acquainted with the locality can aequire 
an adequate conception of the blight and desolation that 
its course. It hangs in the air intercepting the light of 
heaven from acres. of ground; under the arches and for a space 
on either side the sun never shines; the rain drips through, 
and never dries; under the gloom all sorts of abominations 
collect and remain unnoticed. Some arches are occupied as 
coal-sheds and stores of various descriptions; others, that cross 


the streets, give passage to draughts of dank, bleak wind, that 
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make the body shudder and depress the spirits. The noise and 
shaking of the traffic running on a level with or above the 
dwelling-rooms destroy all sense of rest and of home; the 
property is a burden to the owners, and a curse to the in- 
babitants and the local authorities, 

This is the evil which the North London City Branch Rail- 
way will inflict upon about two miles of inhabited territory in 
Kingsland and Shoreditch. In \the latter district alone three 
hundred houses at least would have to be demolished. It may 
be safely predicted that a thousand more would fall within 


Looking at the matter in this light, it becomes a momentous 
question whether the facilities of rapid transit for goods and 
for those .more fortunate members of the community who, 
living.in the-raral.suburbs, seek to fly over the heads of the 
wretebed: population lying in their road to the Temple of Mam- 
mon, seeing as little of the misery created for their convenience 
as possible, may not be purchased too dearly. But we sadly 
fear that the old vaunted motto, “* Salus populi suprema lex,” 
is now interpreted according to the dictionary of the capitalist 
and manufacturer, and that the mass of the labouring classes 
are doomed to see their interests which concern their all, their 
bealth and their lives, sacrificed to the all-consuming thirst 
after gold. 


two opposing forces will ensue? The anticipation may well. 
make the boldest to pause and the most reckless and selfish to 
reflect whilst there is time. 


A Rerorr of the Tenth Annual Meeting of the New 
Equitable Life Assurance Company will be found at Page | 
248. We congratulate the shareholders and poliey-holders 
on the high position the office has attained. We also congratu- 
late the profession on the continued success of the New 
Equitable, and on the good services which it has, both directly 
and indirectly, conferred on medi p Before its 
existence, scarcely a week elapsed.in which our columns did 
not contain energetic protests from members of our profession 
against the conduct of insurance companies in demanding medi- 
cal reports, and refusing payment for them. Now, complaints 
of this kind are comparatively rare. The more respectable 
offices profess to vie with each other in fair dealing towards 
medical practitioners, We owe this great improvement chiefly 


We trust this reciprocal interchange of benefits will continue, 
until the New Equitable rivals the great offices of the Law and 


the Church, 
“Ne quid nimis,”” 


THE ALEXANDER MEMORIAL. 

Tae townsmen of Prestonpans—a town which has had the 
singular good fortune of producing two surgeons in one genera-- 
tion so eminent as Mr, Alexander, late Director-General of the . 
Army Medical Department, and Professor Fergusson — have 
just held a public meeting with a view of erecting a monument. 
to the memory of the lamented chief and reformer of the. 
medical branch of the British Army. Never was any memorial — 
more amply merited. We have had the satisfaction of recording — 
an almost constant approval of every public act of his life, 
His career from the first period of service until he had reached . 
the highest office of the department, was marked by unwearied 
consideration for the welfare of the soldier, and successful 
efforts to improve the condition, to increase the pay, and to. 
develop the efficiency of the medical service. Mr. Alexander's — 
important services in the Royal Commission for investigating 
the state of the Army, and the great reforms by which he 
of office, were labours the value of which all have acknow- 
ledged. His sudden death on the Ist of February, 1860, was.. 


.& public misfortune. Mr. Sidney Herbert, the Minister of War, 


: “The loss of Mr. Alexander is a very serious one _ 
to the public service; and I have been so closely associated. 
with him of late years that I had contracted for him the 
warmest regard and esteem. He was an able ini ; 
and one of the honestest men I ever knew.” We do not doubt 
that, from the public character of Mr, Alexander's services,., 
the object which this meeting had in view will warmly com-_ 
mend itself to all classes, extending far beyond his native dis- 
trict. The surgeons of the Army Medical Department who 
have benefited so much by the Warrant which he was mainly _ 
instrumental in procuring, and all who identify the. true in- 
terests of the Army and the salvation of our soldiers’ lives 
with an active and complete medical service, will feel peculiar 
pleasure in using this opportunity to testify to the merits and 
desert of this great Army su-geon. 


SCIENCE InN, UNION, 


tages. By way of papers referred to the learned bovlies by the 
Secretary for the Interior, jalmost_every species of quackery 


a to the example and progress of the New Equitable. This office 
4 is, however, a-head of all others in the liberality and confidence - 
which it exhibits towards the profession. Medical men have, 
| on the other hand, exhibited their gratitude and good feeling 
8- in a large and increasin ing support of the office, by insuring their 
“ | Own lives, and recommending their patie 
al 
‘ ting area of the viaduct, Allowing ten persons to a 
i. house, not less than three thousand people would be thrust . 
4 out of their dwellings, and squeezed into the nearest adjoining 
h tenements, to engender sickness, misery, and vice amongst = 
.. themselves, aud to entail financial burdens upon their neigh- 
bours, 
Earnestly do we hope that the fate of the working classes of 
this daily growing metropolis will receive some attention at 
the hands of the Legislature. Already it demands all the 
Vigilance of the local authorities to counteract the baneful in- 
fluences of overcrowding ; already it threatens to bafile all the 
wisdom. and foresight of the Legislature to keep in check an 
evil. which a thousand causes are concurring to aggravate at a 
ratio which it is terrible to contemplate. In spite of all that 
can be done, the population of London increases yearly at the 
rate of from two to three per centum, and every factory, every 
“‘improvement,” every railway, contracts the area upon which 
that growing population must dwell. Does anyone fail to see 
that there must be a point at which’ a collision between these 
have been wont to justify their admiration by 2 reference to 
the scientific-organization of the savans of Paris, as affording 
| an instance of superior arrangement and more perfect order ; 
| and indeed there is something imposing and authoritative in 
trative relations of the great scientific bodies of Paris, of which 
we can offer but an imperfect similitude. The meetings of the 
Institute of France, the reports of the Committees of the Aca- 
demies of Science and of Medicine, have the highest authority, — 
and assume the most dignified forms of public exposition. It’ 
| is true, indeed, that the perfect centralization and govern-— 
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and of folly has in turn forced its way within the scientific 
circle, and raised its head, if only to be crushed, yet with so 
much assurance and clamour as to have spread for the time 
throughout Europe the delusive news that it had been received 
into scientific society. In France, too, the patronage of Govern- 
ment has of necessity brought with it nepotism and political 
passion, elements alien to the growth of science. The most 
coveted honours have been sometimes bestowed or withheld in 
obedience to the whisper of power or of party. In England we 
have hitherto preferred the diffused pleasures of freedom to the 
concentrated power of a rigid centralization. Our Medical 
Societies are scattered, self-governed, and self-dependant. In 
striving now to reach a phase of general combination, they 
seek also to retain their individual autonomy. At any rate 
the Medical Societies of London, in whatever form amal- 
gamated, will always preserve for their members a per- 
fect immunity from external dictation. The charter under 
which such an amalgamation may be effected will probably re- 
ceive the Royal sanction in the course of this year. In the 
excellent address of Mr. Skey, the past history and glories of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Society were ably sketched. But there 
can be no question that the good influence of this and of all our 
Medical Societies would be greatly increased by their amalga- 
mation, which we hope is not far distant. Mr. Skey gave 


forcible expression to an opinion much and, as we think, wisely ’ 


held, that questions at issue of public importance should be 
sifted by committees, and when those committees can be ap- 
pointed from all sections of the profession, and their reports 
discussed in the presence of truly representative meetings, — 
committees and meetings representative not of a section or of a 
clique, but of the whole body medical,—then their decisions 
may attain an unequalled and invaluable authority, which will 
often help to guide and tranquillize the public mind. 


AN EPIDEMIC TRACKED. 

Tuer are few more important questions in connexion with 
the management of the health of sailors in tropical climates, 
and the resolution of some difficult points alike interesting to 
science and to commerce, than the determination of the con- 
ditions under which epidemic diseases, such as yellow fever 
and cholera, arise and are diffused. It has been an old and 
with some is still a favourite belief that yellow fever is a dis- 
ease not infectious, but solely due to a peculiar constitution of 
the atmosphere—strictly limited indeed in locality, and arbi- 
trarily bounded in duration. There is the gravest reason to 
doubt and even to deny this view. At a highly important 
meeting of a Society which has rendered great services to 
epidemiological science, and occupied itself with the discussion 
of some of the greatest sanitary problems which involve the 
welfare of the people, facts and conclusions were recently stated 
which lead almost irresistibly to the view that yellow fever 
is directly, intensely, and fatally infectious. Dr. Bryson’s 
valuable paper at the Epidemiological Society, relating the 
successive outbursts of yellow fever in a consecutive series of 
her Majesty’s ships, supplies a strong chain of facts. The ship 
Icarus had touched at Belize in August. There the yellow 
fever raged. Soon after leaving, her crew were attacked with 
the disease. Out of 120 persons 37 died. When the vessel 
reached Port Royal a pinnace was sent from the Jmaum to 
assist in landing the crew. 11 out of 14 of the boat’s crew 
from the Jmaum were then also seized with yellow fever, and 
most of them died. Then one of the J/maum’s crew, who had 


only come in contact with the officers of the Jcarus and their 
baggage on shore, was taken with the disease, which spread 
indiscriminately through the ship, attacking 38 persons, old 
and young, of whom 17 died. Again, the ship Hydra’s boats 
were for two nights employed in rowing guard around the 
Icarus, Within two days the yellow fever attacked the crew 
of the Hydra, It spread through the ship, killing 8 of the 


crew; and was only extinguished by despatching the Hydra 
to the northern latitude of Halifax, Nova Scotia Finally, 
when the /maum became the seat of yellow fever, as above 
stated, after communication with the ill-fated Jcarus, a number 
of supernumeraries were removed from her to the Barracouta, 
but as much as possible segregated from its crew. Neverthe- 
less, it was soon evident that these men had brought the seeds 
of the fever with them. Cases of yellow fever occurred among 
the supernumeraries, and then it spread to the crew of the 
Barracouta, its fatal ravages being only checked by the ship 
running into temperate latitudes, 

The case seems terribly clear, The experiment was more 
awfully complete than any human hand could have devised, 
From one centre the disease radiated in three directions, and 
at each spot a fresh centre of infection and of death was esta- 
blished. Infection by yellow fever being once fully settled to 
be a hard truth—and we do not see how henceforth it can be 
doubted—it follows that the landing of the sick crew or their 
dispersion can only tend to multiply circles of epidemic dis- 
ease. In this case and in others it was seen that nothing 
extinguished the disease like ranning into a cold climate, 
which is a speedy and a safe remedy. We fully concur in the 
forcible remarks of Dr. M‘William. The duty of commanding 
officers should be defined, and they should be bound to adopt 
this proceeding, as the best if not the only means of thoroughly 
arresting the plague. If from other paramount considerations 
the sick must be landed within warm latitudes where yellow 
fever can continue to exist, their strict segregation becomes a 
matter of the first importance, 

If these definite conclusions meet with general acquiescence, 
at least the sad calamity we have recorded will not be without 
its useful lesson; and from the careful study to which it was 
submitted on the 4th ult. at the Epidemiological Society, we may 
hope that the means may be found of preventing the occur- 
rence of disasters so widely fatal. 


NEW EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE 
COMPANY. 

Tue tenth annual general meeting of this Company was held 
at the offices, 449, Strand, on Thursday, the 2>th ultimo— 
Dr. Little, in the absence of Dr. Barlow, being voted to the 
chair. There was a very numerous attendance of the faculty. 
The report (which will be found in our advertising columns) 
having been read, 

The Crarrman said,--Gentlemen: You have heard the re- 
port and balance-sheet read by the actuary, and it is now my 
duty to propose ‘‘ That that report be received, adopted, 
printed, and circulated amongst the bers and shareholders 
of the Company.” As our meeting to-day is one for ordinary 
business, I shall confine myself to a few observations whieh 
occurred to me while the actuary was reading the ae 
When you bear in mind that our existence only extends 
ten years, and consider our position as compared with other 
offices established about the same time, you must feel that we 
are pursuing a prosperous career, (Cheers.) Referring to the 
balance-sheet of 1859, I find that since that time we have in- 
creased our assets by about £10,000; and if you remember the 
exact position of affairs as regards claims, you will tind that 
though the amount is larger than usual, it is not more than the 
average which ought to fall due in the course of the year. It 
is only high because there claims of 


large amount, There is n therefore for apprehension 
because this year we have been obliged to pa or £3000 
more than the average; and we expect it will be compensated 
next year by the claims falling short of the amount. There is 
one element which cannot fail to strike you as favourable: that 
is, the interest we have received on loans and investments, I 
have always felt considerable anxiety on the subject of these 
loans; but although we have a sum of about £16,000 lent out 
in a large number of loans, I can bear testimony that the in- 
terest comes in in a most satisfactory manner. Many of them 
are at five per cent., on personal security ; but nevertheless the 
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money comes back at the proper periods, and I feel every rea- 
sam te bp antieied witht the In the t state 
of the money-market, we may congratulate ves that we 
have put no impedi ts in the way of our clients, and have 
not any mnatage om ily to raise the rate of in- 
terest. I do not think there is anything else which calls for 
remark, As far as you can compare the items in one year with 


those of another, you will find that the general expenses of | board their 


management are in the sal P' to the 
receipts and expenditure. The Board of Management will be 
very happy to answer any questions which may be put by the 
members or shareholders, (Cheers. ) 

Mr. Parrison said he wished to make an observation on the 
rate of interest obtained from the investments made by the 
Society, which appeared chiefly to have been in Three-per- 
Cents. and Consols, There were other classes of securities 
which offered a far more advantageous rate, such as the New 
Indian Loan; and he had no doubt the attention of the Board 
might be drawn to other investments now current more profit- 

to the Company. 

The CHarrnMan said,—I can answer the inquiry shortly and 
satisfactorily. We have been content to take three per cent. 
on £10,000 Consols, to give stability to the Company; but we 
have invested some £4000 or £5000 in East India Debentures, 
that we might have always in hand an available sum to meet 

ncies. If our money were invested in railway securities, 
we baad not be able to realise it in a moment to meet any 
sudden claim. According to the rules of the Society, we can 
take three months to liquidate a claim; but we occasionally 
pay it when the papers are verified. 

. J. T. KixG said he thought the directors would be much 
obliged to the proprietor for raising discussions of that kind, 
because they tended to show the exact state of affairs, and 
exhibited the interesting feature, that they had money to invest. 
He thought the Board of Directors were wise to keep £3000 or 
£4000 at immediate command. As their cy accumulated 
they need not be so solicitous about taking matters into 
consideration, and perhaps it would be desirable on future oc- 
casions to be more anxious about a high rate of interest. He 
could not let the meeting separate without testifying his 
of the balance-sheet. 

e CHAIRMAN then put the resolution—‘‘ That the report 
be received, adopted, printed, and circulated amongst the 
shareholders” —which was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Youne moved that Drs. Little and Tyler Smith be re- 
elected directors of the Company. 

Mr. Kio seconded the motion. 

The Carman said, being in the chair, he scrupled to put 
it to the meeting, and therefore thought it would be better if 
it emanated from some one else. 

Mr. Bice accordingly put the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Dr. TyLer Surru returned thanks on behalf of himself and 


colleague. 

Mr. Cosperr moved that Messrs, Brown and Carew be re- 
elected auditors of the Company. 

Mr. Waxrp seconded the motion. 

Mr. Brown returned thanks for the honour which had been 
conferred upon him and his brother auditor. He could assure 
the meeting that every Pape had been taken by himself and 
his to audit accounts, and he was happy to find 
they had received so satisfactorily. He was glad to see 
that there was a larger balance in hand than any during the 
last ten years. 

Mr. Rowtanv presumed that the business had now brought 
the programme to ap end, and he thought they should not 
separate without offering a vote of thanks to the directors for 
the very able and efficient manner in which they had dis- 
charged their duties, not only at the t time, but on 
every previ ion. He therefore 
the thanks of the meeting be presented to the directors for 
their conduct on the present occasion and during the last 


year. 
_Mr. PARKINSON seconded the motion, which was carried una- 


Mr. Jens said, as the Chairman had called upon him to 
y, he begged to return thanks on behalf of himself and his 
es for the very kind manner in which their endeavours 

to do their duty to the Company had been appreciated. It 
was of course very gratifying to hear the testimony borne by 
e itor, who stated the condition in which he 

found the accounts, and the mode in which they were kept. 
They could not claim the entire credit of that. It must be 
shared in to a very large degree by their excellent Secretary 


recei greatest possible assistance from Mr. Bigg, an 
without that tleman. (Hear, hear.) For themselves, he 
must say they their office a tolerably easy one, with the 
assistance they received from the executive department. The 
meeting would be to know that when they met at the 
ir pi were characterized by the greatest 
possible harmony. 


The Actuary having announced that the business of the 


meeting was completed, 
Dr. Ricwarps said he could not agree with Mr. Bigg that 
the business was all over. Mr. Jebb had speken of that gen- 


tleman, and he (Dr. Richards) would beg to move that a vote 
of thanks be presented to him for the persevering manner 
in which he had continued to discharge the duties of his 
office, and they must all agree in considering him the ri, 
man in the right place. He could testify to his zeal and i 
fatigable energy, and the faculty he of making every- 
thing go smoothly at the Board. He thought they must alk 
heartily concur in paying this debt of gratitude to their friend 
and secretary, Mr. Bigg. (Loud cheers, ) 

Mr. Rovcn seconded the motion, 

Mr. Kine begged to be allowed to third the motion. He 
was sure the directors would forgive him for saying that, how- 
ever the Board might be, unless they were su 
an ient secretary all their good intentions 
trated. He believed that very ows the ity of the 
Company, and the good opinion it amongst ki com- 
amana were attributable to the selection of their secretary. He 
most cordially sup the resolutfon. 


to acquit myself credi 
vote in a suitable manner ; and the other, 


hatred, malice, or other uncharitableness in the minds 
tlemen who attend these meetings. What can be 
self i i 


oq ? The spirit of the present 
the rifle movement. I do not mean the martial, mo 
growing, volunteering movement; but the rifling that is 
Sood of the apecial eatures of an assurance 
scarcely a company now existing which has a special 
teristic feature. Ours has been rifled from us, for many offices. 
even of old standing have now adopted the two-guinea medical 
fee. (Hear.) 1 see many medical gentlemen here who know 
established by its talen energetic founder, Mr. . 
the Coroner for Middlesex, that gentleman an Se gry 
medical attendant as the legitimate and responsible adviser of 
the office; and it was ht that a two guinea fee was not 
faithful — (Cheers.) We no 
giving two guineas to 


called the ‘*O 


y 
ingdom. (Cheers.) I hope there are no 
one, but he has left the room (laughter) 
I think erally have 


sit down without thank- 
which they have always 


r. DIGG sald— ir. Utairman an sentiemen, never rise 
on these interesting occasions to offer you my thanks without. 
| feeling oppressed by one or two fears. One is, that I should 
that during the past 
| year I should not have entitled myself to it. I never attend 
| an assurance meeting without finding the speakers indulging 
| in the subtle luxury of mutual congratulation. There is =“ 
he 
chairman of the Kent Mutual, wi 1as kind stten this 
| the medical profession; but I hope medical men will : 
that we ought always to be regarded as the representatives of 
that principle. You gentlemen t know and appreciate 
that principle; but I am also albanien some 16,000 of the 
faculty through the representatives of the i 
who are now working away at five-finger 
iginal ;” av rs have attem to rifle away our 
| their patients. If we can only induce the medical men of 
England to do for us what the lawyers do for the Law Life, 
there is no reason : 
any in the United K 
lawyers present—I 
—for I am going to 
nimously. more confidence in their medical than in their legal advisers, 
at least I speak from practical experience. 1 should be want- 
ing the directors for the kind feeling 
exhibited in my behalf, I hope that, if 1 do not get grey as 
well as bald, that at all events I may die in your service. I 
hope to meet you, gentlemen, next year; and if the new busi- 
ness then does not amount to £50v0 in the year, you will not 
feel I am entitled to the vote of thanks you have passed to-day 
with such consideration and cordiality. (Cheers. ) 


250 Tae Lancer,] 


DR. RICHARDSON’S LETTSOMIAN LECTURES. 


A vote of thanks to the Chairman having been unanimously 


would be his duty to communicate to Dr. Barlow the very 
kind manner in which the meeting had recognised the able 


of the day then terminated. 


LETTSOMIAN LECTURES. 


Dr. Ricnarpsoy’s third and concluding lecture was delivered 
on Monday, the 25th ult. There was again a large attendance 
of Fellows and visitors, The lecture opened with an experi- 
ment. A rabbit that had been killed with chloroform just 
previously, was operated on as follows:—The chest was laid 
open, and the pericardium removed from the heart; a small 
Opening was now made through the left ventricle, and a pipe 
‘was passed into the aorta and tied in the vessel; water, heated 
to 115° Fahr., was now slowly injected into the arteries, when 
every limb of the animal took on muscular action. This effect 
was kept up for some time; and when the injection was stopped 
to allow the lecturer to go on with his discourse, there were still 
brisk muscular movements. Commenting on this experiment, 
Dr. Richardson said that he had extended its operation to cases 
where death had been caused by drowning and by carbonic 


acid... After both these modes of death, the same contractions | P*s 


but they were lemactive than after death 


successes, 
po 
every mod 
tions in voluntary mu 
does not complete the process ;—these and other 
points were summed up with much precision and 
argument. The failures related, though numerous, did not dis- 
hearten the lecturer, who asserted that all the facts leading to 
a definite mode of reanimation were y in our 
“Tie y may bring it forth in all its magnificent solemnity. 
e summary 0} the means to restore animation was thus 


n the receiving houses for the recen 
would be advisable to havea room, the air of which 
to 130° or 150° for inspiration. If electricity be 
electro-magnetic current is best. In ication the 

insulated except at the extreme and probe-poin 
or through one of the arteries; the i 


HE 


th 


shown, the said that caloric, in his opinion, is the re- 
muscle, and that contraction of muscle is due to 
The effects observed, the lecturer continued, could be so 
could make a mule quiver that by modification of degree he 
The force called 


differing materially 
received. He taught that the special force resident in 


rally 

the nervous system is not in the ganglia or 
centres, but everywhere where there is nerve; that this force 
does not travel from the centres to the periphery, either in in- 
but exists, wherever there is 


Under this counter 
the transverse, so that, without losing in bulk, the 
After giving illustrative experiments, in which calorific 
other in muscle, the lecturer added, that if he could disconnect 
from the nervous system every portion of muscle, and leave the 
nerrous system entire as a great skeleton, with its blood su 
still perfect, that system would exist as a motionless intelli- 
gence ; hile, on the other hand, if he could strip the muscular 
every of nerve, and leave the muscular ske- 
its attachments complete, and its circulation unin- 
that muscular skeleton would remain an unintelligent 
requiring now. the intelligential part of another 


last section of the lecture was on the subject of reanima- 


ficial respiration being meanwhile sustained. 
can only be 
artery towards the heart. It remains still 
inveat a fluid of construction out « 


the working classes in that town, and of permanently keeping 
them in an improved state. He left to other gentlemen pre- 


sent the task of explaining how this useful work might be best — 


carried out, and fortunately the task fell into the hands of the 


Right Hon. W. Cowper, who to great benignity of character — 


adds the no less necessary qualifications of thorough interest in” 


the subject and no small knowledge of its bearings and past 


results, Like all who have attended to the matter, and are 
aware of the difficulties and impediments which have hitherto — 


stood in the way of successfully dealing with it, Mr. Cowper > 


directed his remarks chiefly to show that the undertaking 
might be commercially profitable as well as socially beneficent. 


No one now-a-days disputes the prime importance of homeand._ 


dwelling improvement in every scheme for the moral education — 
as well as for the hygienic amelioration of the people; without _ 
it all efforts of the philanthropist will inevitably fail. The. 
great thing to be considered is how to make the work pecu- 
niarily remunerative; for unless this be the case, no continuous. 
experience show this point ? Doubt-— 
a which have tad of dis- 
couraging new attempts; but at the same time some i 
and very striking successes, Amongst the latter, none more 


after certain forms of death. The lecturer’s remarks in this 


so than that of the Hastings Cottage Improvement Society; pe 


[Marcu 9, 1861. 
section included the history of a long series of experimental 
searches perhaps in this direction that have as yet insti. 
tuted. Artificial respiration, electrization, and injection of — 
means employed ; but these had been varied and applied ina 
manifold manner. The history of these inquiries was so. 
arranged as to bring out all the points of failure rather than 
| 
| the hope that there may still be some rema: 
| heart. Artificial eee after fifteen 
| used no longer. It will simply cause emph 
In every case where artificial respiration is 
la great advantage to increase the temperatur 
heated 
tip, snoulc nrough the thoracic wall to 
le external surface of the cardiac structure. The last means, 
| and the moet promising, consists in endeavouring to inject the — 
| muscular structure of the heart with fresh warm blood, arti- 
is injection 
through an 
deratam to 
which shall 
At the close of the lecture, the President, Dr. Garrod, moved: 
Haller, resolves itself into contraction of muscle on abstraction | a vote of thanks to the lecturer, which having been carried, 
of caloric—an act which may thus take place without the inter- | the Society adjourned. 
ference of the nervous system. 
In life the muscles act, however, under obedience to the 
will, through the agency of the nervous system. How this is| COTTAGE IMPROVEMENT—INFLUENCE OF 
brought about formed an interesting subject of discussion. On MEDICAL MEN IN PROMOTING IT. 
the point of nerve force, or electro-ne ss 
— Mosr readers probably observed in The Times a few weeks ago 
the report of a meeting at Romsey, where the Prime Minister 
took the chair, and, with his accustomed sagacity and kindly 
feeling, urged the importance of improving the dwellings of 
the brain, is not by a nerve acting as a specific conductor, but | 
by-a disturbance in the equilibrium of the nerve fluid alto- | [ii 
gether. This nerve force or fluid, at the instance of the will | Si 
counter influence in the muscular fibre to that which may be | 
course. 
tion 
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which Mr. Cowper specially alluded in his speech as an ex- 
—_ of what might be done in the same way at Romsey. 
It has now been in operation for about four years, and from 
its humble commencement by three or four resident gentle- 
cottages, which were then immediately put into a 
condition, and have been tenanted ever pA it has ‘steadily 
advanced in extent and prosperity to the date of its last half- 
yearly report in October, when the number of its shareholders 
was between fifty and sixty, and the capital invested was about 
£12,000. A dividend of 6 per cent. has been paid yearly, and, 
after discharging all other expenses connected with the pur- 
chase and improvement of the property that has been bomght, 
a reserve fund of nea-ly £300 has been accumulated. t 
the houses have been much improved in respect of decency and 
wholesomeness since they came into the hands of the Society, 
being cleaner, better ventilated, drained, and supplied with 
water than they were before, we can ify from observation, 
having had an opportunity of visiting eight or nine 
months ago. It was pleasing, too, to remark that in some of 


the localities the t of the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the improved cot! had undergone a change for the 
better, alth much remained to be done in this res 


In all such undertakings, where single cottages or small 
clusters of cottages in different spots of an old and ill-arranged 
town must be secured as an opportunity presents itself for 
their purchase, many difficulties are of course encountered in 
carrying out all the sanitary improvements which are desirable, 
and even indispensably necessary, for the due mainterance of 
health, from the indifference or opposition of neighbouring 
landlords. This is especially the case with works of drainage. 
Fortunately it is otherwise in re; to water supply, wherever 
it only requires a service-pipe with proper tap to be provided; 
and no greater boon can be given to the women of the working 
classes than to save them the fatigue and waste of time in- 
curred in having to fetch water for their families. The prompt 
and systematic removal of all refuse and surface impurities, so 
that no ‘“‘middens” or dust-heaps are ever allowed close to 
dwellings, is another benefit of not less importance to health 
and comfort; and this by proper management may always be 


In the carrying out of such useful works no men can give so 
helping a hand as the resident members of our profession; for 
none can know and estimate so well the evils to be corrected, 
and the simplest and least expensive means required for their 
correction ; and none of course can judge so well of the results 
of the changes effected. The success of the Hastings scheme is 
mainly due to the clear-sightedness and unflagging zeal of an 
accomplished physician there, who, amid professional and lite- 
rary engagements, has found time to supervise and direct its 
operations with such signal success. These operations, it ma 
be remarked in conclusion, have been in strict accord wi 
the shrewd remark of Lord Palmerston in his s at Romsey, 
when he said, “ Nobody should ran away with the notion that 
nothing can be done to improve the dwellings of the poor, short 
of building cottages which they may think. 


towards making old cottages 


Correspondence. 
“ Audi alteram partem.” 


THE LATE DR. MATTHEW BAILLIE. 
(LETTER FROM DR. LATHAM.) 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 
‘Sm,—I have been reading “‘ A Book about Doctors.” It is 


a poor relish for pleasantry, who would make every atom of it 


give a strict account of itself, and of time, place, person, and 
circumstances. Still your joker of jokes must not count him- 
self altogether a chartered libertine, and especially he had need 
be a little careful how and where he treads, the more he deals 
in rough-shod fan after the’ manner of our author. ‘ Dabitur 
licentia, sumpta pudenter.” The following extract will show 
how far the freedom conceded has been modestly used by J. 
Cordy Jeaffreson :— 


“* When Barrowby was a censor of the College of Physicians, 
he was challenged under very remarkable circumstances by 
Baillie, who afterwards achieved the 
tion in his profession. Baillie, then a young man, 8 
under the Caer of being plucked by the College, was re- 
solved on taking vengeance on that learned een A by shooting 
one of their censors. Barrowby had quite enough pluck for a 
man of his small stature ; but he did not see the fun of being 
riddled by a young Scotchman simply because he had done his 
duty. So he replied, ‘In point of age, Sir, I am only third 
censor. When you have killed Sir Hans Sloane, our President, 
and the two senior censors, then I'll meet you.’ As Sloane,” 
continues the pleasant narrative, ‘had Scotch blood in his 
veins, Baillie thought better of his position, swallowed his 
chagrin, and, like a man, wiped out a youthful disgrace by a 
life of honourable action.” 

Now, in this narrative there is one joke more than its author 
ever suspected, and it is worth all the rest put together. Be- 
tween Sir Hans Sloane and Matthew Baillie there intervened 
just one hundred years. Sir Hans and all the censors over 
whom he ever presided were dead and buried long before Dr. 
Baillie was born. And so the whole story suffers suicide by 
the hands of its own intrepid anachronism. But I care nothing 
about the story. It is only for one of its characters that I am 
interested—its chief character, for which it was evidently 
written, and which sustains the action of the drama through- 
out—I mean Dr. Baillie. He, according to our author, was 
plucked by the College ignominiously, t to fight a duel 
reven y, and acted the part of a ridiculous fool, which 

ple are intended to laugh at. But who was Dr. Baillie ? 

universal consent he held the first place amongst physicians 

ile he lived ; and when he died the men of his own pro- 
fession deemed him worthy of a monument in Westminster 
him one, and placed it there, and there 
t 8. 

Dr. Baillie was born in 1761, and died in 1823, aged - 
two. His life, which was not a one, was pretty eq 
divided between suceessfal study successful practice. He 
i reputation early. He was but thirty-two when 

in this 


to the level of Dr. Baillie in one importan 

ledge. That this man ever had “‘ to smart under the ignominy 
of being plucked by the ot vabeniees impossible. As to 
the ‘‘ vengeance ” he sought ‘** by shooting one of the Fellows,” 
1 will presume to add thie wanch: I knew Dr. Baillie myself; 
considering the difference of our ages, perhaps I knew him 
well; and it is my perfect conviction that at no period of his 
life would Dr. Baillie have either given or a challenge 
to fight a duel. The moral sense and conscience of the man 


let him read the flippant story 
honour, decency, and truth are not there made to pay too 


for 
Grosvenor-street, March 6th, 1961. P. M. Larnam, M.D. 
THE TURKISH ‘BAT H. 


(LETTER FROM MR. URQUHART. ) 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


 Srr,—As you have inserted a letter which assumes to bring 

not deny me the op nity of comment thereupon. 
The writer, Mr. Garlike, practised some time ago in the 
neighbouring village of Rickmansworth, and was in to 
attend my family in a medical capacity. I therefore complain 
, that letter being a violation of the decencies of life and 


7 | increased; yet for more than twenty years Dr. Baillie’s book 
. | stood alone as a work of authority and reference: a fact which 
ae | means nothing less than that during the whole of that time 
the general mind of the profession had still toe educate itself | 
must have s!ways forbidden it. 
| Now should anyone think that I make teo much of these 
. em Meals ret DOT! lau & Very great deal can be | things, and that | have taken them too much to heart withal, 
done ot moderate expense | 
4 decent and habitable.” 
a collection of stories, true, apocryphal, and false, in which the 
‘medical profession plays the chief part. But a man must have | 
the etiquette of the profession. 
| I have also to contradict in the most direct manner the 
| statements that are made in that outrageous communication. 
None of my family are in the habit of wearing the Turkish 
costume. 
Mr. Garlike farther pretends, because he has lived in the 
at and their effects, I have to that he never 
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took one, and his letter itself shows that he knows nothin 
about them. Nor was this for want of invitation, for, as with 
every other medical man, I offered them for his own use and 
for that of his patients. 

Improper and offensive acts and conduct are not justified 
‘because they have occurred before. But I submit that this is 
a case that never has occurred before. At least I have never 
heard of a medical practitioner retailing incidents in reference 
to the domestic habits of his patients, Nor do I see that, 
‘because I have, at great trouble and considerable expense, in- 
troduced a new practice which I am anxious to place at the 
disposal of medical men, an exception should be made against 
me to the violation of the courtesies and decencies of social life. 

Your obedient servant, 
Riverside, Rickmansworth, March, 1861, Davip UrQuaart. 


THE ROMAN BATH OR THE LAMP BATH? 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


S1r,—The “ Annotation” on the Roman Bath, in your im- 
pression of the 23rd ultimo, is most wise and well-timed. As 
you truly observe, the medical properties of the bath are yet 
unknown ; they remain to be fully and impartially investigated. 
The visitors of this asylum have sanctioned the erection of a 
Roman bath here, and, when in operation, I shall hope to fur- 
nish you with some practical results, In cases of melancholia, 
with languid circulation and suspended action of the skin, I 
Jook for great results from its medicinal use. 

One important Yo question in relation to the action 
of the Roman bat' ish here to raise—viz., Whether the skin 
be or be not a breathing organ? Whether, under the stimulus 
of hot air, the skin exhale carbonic acid and inhale oxygen? 
All the pamphleteers on this bath, to whom you refer, assume 
this respiratory action of the skin to be proven and accepted. 
I never, however, heard of it, except on their authority. [am 
not a professed physiologist ; but I rather fancy that the urea 
secreted by the skin may be the source of the carbonic acid 
which these writers assume to be breathed out by the skin in 
their experiments, 

Can any of our teachers of physiology solve this point? On 
it hinges, for one thing, the value of the lamp bath* as a thera- 
peutic agent. Ifthe skin breathe and inhale like the lungs, of 
course the lamp bath merits all the abuse which the advocates 
of the Roman bath heap on it. If, on the other hand, the skin 
be ay secreting organ, the lamp bath offers many — 
tages, in domestic practice and with delicate persons, over the 
Roman bath. Thas— 

1. The quality of the air breathed by the lungs is not dete- 
riorated, as air heated to 140° in the Roman bath must be. 

2. In cases of chest and head affections, or a tendency to the 
same, these organs are not injuriously excited by the remedy. 

3. The secreting action of the skin can equally and as power- 
fully be obtained in about the same time. 

4. The lamp bath can be used in any sick room, requiring 
only the large spirit lamp, a wooden chair, and four blankets. 
‘The cost of each bath, moreover, does not exceed 6d. 

In severe and confirmed chronic disease, the stimulus 
of the Roman bath has apparent advantage over the use of the 
lamp bath. In severe nervous affections, the same remark 
will probably be found to apply. On the other hand, in milder 
forms of disease, where increased action or secretion trom the 
akin alone is desired, and in health as an occasional substitute 
for exercise before the daily tub, I suspect my old favourite, 
the Malvern lamp bath, will, hold its ground against its more 
fermidable rival, although for the great unwashed of our large 
towns I believe the occasional use of the latter will be more 
effectual, and more likely to be had recourse to. Hence the 
satisfaction with which I view the re-introduction of the Roman 
bath in London, and the ventilation in your pages of its action 
and uses in health and disease. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Locxnart Roprrtson, M.B. Cantas. 

Sussex Lunatie Asylum, Hayward’s Heath, March, 1861. 


CERTIFICATES OF DEATH. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Str,—I was pleased to see in your journal of last week a 
remark to have been made at the Glasgow meeting of 
the Faculty of Medicine by Dr, Chalmers—viz., that certi- 


explanatory of mine (' ted from Tas Lawort) on its use, from 


| replied, ‘‘ What can I do? 


ficates of cause of death are in a very great number of cases 
worded, not 80 as to give correct information to the i ’ 
but in a manner to please the friends and family of the de- 
ceased. No one can doubt this. Only a few weeks ago a friend 
of mine, a highly respectable London practitioner, gave as the 
cause of death, in a case which I had seen with him, “ gastro- 
enteric disease,”—a rather ambiguous ex ion,—whereas the 
case was undoubtedly one of chronic poisoning by alcohol, the 
gentleman having been notoriously a hard drinker for a con- 
siderable time. On my remonstrating with the surgeon, he 

y It is impossible for me to put the 
real cause in the certificate ; the ily would never forgive 
me. 


Now, had it been the regulation, as Dr. Chalmers suggests, 
not to give the certificate to the patient's family, but to send 
it by post as a private and confidential communication to the 
registrar, the statistics of the Registrar-General would have 
been more accurate, and the surgeon’s conscience clearer. 

The subject is worth the consideration of those in authority. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
March, 1361, VERAX. 


EARLY MATERNITY. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Srr,—Your bg wy oe correspondent is not quite correct in his 
report of a case he has sent you. I allude to the case of ‘‘ad- 
vanced pregnancy” in a girl thirteen years of age, which is 
noticed in a communication on ‘*The Sanitary Progress of 
Glasgow” in Tur Lancet of February 23rd. The correct his- 
tory of the case is as follows :— 

In the beginning of November last I was called to see the 
girl in qnestion on account of abdominal enlargement. On 
examination, I soon satisfied myself that the case was one of 
pregnancy, and intimated fmy opinion to the relatives, who 
received the intelligence with considerable astonishment and 
doubt. The patient was thirteen years of age on the 13th of 
July last, according to the record of the ‘‘ family Bible.” She 
menstruated for the first time in January previous. I watched 
the case from time to time, and, as p cy is not common 
at that age, I asked my friend Dr. Wilson, of the Glasgow 
Lying-in Hospital, to see the patient. He at once confirmed 
my diagnosis, She was safely delivered of a female child on 
the 11th of January. She has been rendered incapacitated for 
nursing, the breasts having suppurated previous to her confine- 
ment. The child died eight days ago, I may add that the 
age of the lad who my em the paternity is nineteen years. 

Iam, Sir, your ient servant, 
Helensburgh, Feb, 27th, 1861, A. Macpowat, M.D. 


— 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) 


SxVERAL interesting clinical lectures have lately been deli- 
vered by M. Beau at the Charité, upon the constitutional 
effects of uterine disease, and on those obscure modes of patho- 
logical expression by which remote organs are wont to show 
their sympathy with the womb in its crises of disease or of 
derangement. For the convenience of generalization, M. Beau 
groups all the forms of uterine affection under the collective 
head of “‘ Metropathy.” With regard to the local symptoms 
of this malady, he says, the most prominent are those of pain 
and tenderness specially referred to the organ itself; but these 
direct indications are of much rarer occurrence than is usually 
supposed, Next follow the various modifications of the men- 
strual flux. The periodical discharge may be augmented in quan- 
tity, or diminished or entirely suppressed; or again, it may be 
retarded, advanced, altered in its nature, su ed or preceded 
by metrorrhagia, or by the different forms of leucorrhwa, After 
the local symptoms come those which may be excited in _— 
bouring organs, such as pain or uncomfortable sensations in 
surrounding pelvic viscera or abdominal wall. There may exist 
such a neuralgic complication as that described by Valleix, and 
consisting of pain, either radiating in paroxysms down the 
front of the thigh, or constant and stationary in certain points 
of the lumbar, iliac, or hypogastric regions, or of the labia 
majora, and generally found more severe on the left side than 
on the right. When this luambo-abdominal neuralgia exists, 
it is in 0 large majority of cases indicative of the presence of 
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——— It is produced by a nervous process somewhat | forceps 


reflex action, An imperceptible im 


ituting the symptom referred to. When the uterus is en: 
larged, its increased weight causes pressure on the rectum, and, 
in consequence, disturbance in the function of the lower bowel; 
disordered by t the adr ding metry 


are not crossed, but lock by # simple hinge, with 
juxtaposition of the blades near their manual extremity. One 
of the chief features of the new instrument is the flexibility of 
its branches, (such, indeed, is their elasticity, that they can be 
very nearly straightened out,) and another, according to the 
inventor, the advantageous way in which, owing to the pecaliar 
curve of the instrument, the retarded foetal head may be com- 

pressed into the dimensions requisite for viability. In addition 
to the above advantages, a contrivance of cat-gut and —— 
is affized to the handles of the instramend for the 

in statu quo of the blades, when the latter have Skiean dand 


Certain or determined by the hand of the o 


” acute is ex 
womb; 


draws attention, The 

so familiar to us during the course of pre , that the inti- 
macy of the nervous oo between two cannot 
for a moment be doubted. in its of symp- 


phagia, intercostal neuralgia, languor, vertigo, coma, delirium, 
La the cure of the uterine affection. Amongst these 
ptoms, that of intercostal neuralgi 

—— yout, fi is, perhaps, one of the least reliable, from the 
thot, it is found to occur 
during the course of i fc data i erangement, That of 

as it is vulgarly termed, 


as proved by their recommendation of e es in such 
cases. In referring to the mode of i tn 
plegic affections in diseases of the womb, M. Beau made use of 


rom the suffering aura, 

the lumbar portion o the epinal cond; thit, 
weakened by a co-existin 
ceptible of the new influence, Po the result is a more or less 
complete annihilation of the function of innervation which it 
possesses. The lecturer, in conclusion, referred to some of the 
rarer sympathetic affections occasionally found to depend upon 
uterine disease; these . were, intermittent fever, mucous diar- 


the mixture will preserve 

white colour, but if a small quantity of ergot be 
two per cent. of the whole, the fi 


Another obstetrical instrament was submitted for i 

to the Academy at the same meeting, by Dr. Saint- Mania of 

Nantes, in the shape of a new uterine sound destined to facili- 

tate the escape of the liquor amnii, when, after the rapture of 

hn gannot be by the inger The invent this evacua- 
by 


inventor communi- 

the liquor amnii as one of the common causes tedious labour. 

The instrument is a sort of curved flattened sound, hollow, and 

furnished with small holes at its uterine end, and with a larger 

the retained liquid. 


M. Béras, ed eran new sounds and ou h Dr. 
Mallez, exhibited certain new sounds and ad 
») fo 


a, al | 


can be worked iy thin sheets, but cannot be pressed into a 
mass. In order to obtain a sufficient cohesive power for bei 
moulded into bongies, the extraction of a certain quantity 
the com t fatty matter is necessary, and instruments made 
of the thus modified material are said to qualities far 
superior to these of gutte The heat of the urethra is 
alone sufficient to render them soft and plastic, and to enable 
them to be pressed into the sinuosities of a contracted passage, 
of which they subsequently retain the form. 

M. Langlebert, a op yo who has devoted himself very 
zealously to the study and treatment of venereal complaints, 
finds that by the distillation of water with the resinous oil of 
being | copaiba, a solution is obtained, saturated with the essential oil 
contained in the di This solution he uses, and with the 
best effects, as a vehicle for astringents in cea, when in- 
jections are desirable. The distilled copaiba water may also be 
used internally, An, wa the same good anti-blennorr 
results as pure copaiba. paration is particularly 
in those forms of the malady say eae the inflammatory condition 

is deeply seated, and viet the neck of the bladder is involved. 
Tt may be administered in in doses varying from five to seven 
ounces daily, united with a little cherry-laurel water, which 
‘| effectually conceals its unpleasant flavour. This mode of gi 
copaiba is stated never to produce as is 
the case with the when 
in 


malady. It will be remem i 
in the walls and floor of the fourth ventricle, M. Bernard 
i animals. Civ of 


agers, A presented by Dr. Lays to the Society of 
Biology at the time. 


is transmitted from the suffering viscus, through the nerves of 
organic life, to the lumbar plexus, and thence is reflected with 

uveribe LY perwsthes it 
perienced in the region of th 
l rule, the organ most affec 
2e course of metropathy, is th 
nous appetile, &c., al € secondary gastric allections, OF, | 
rather, those dependent on the faulty assimilative process— | 
ncreted juice 18 Of & light CONSISLENCe, Of 
white colour, crumbling under the re of the finger, and 
covered with a milky substance. its analysis, according to 
M. Serres, shows its composition to be—water, ten per cent. ; 

© pheumogastric, an ransinitte rom stomacn 
larynx, there to produce either globus hystericus, or els| 
characteristic stomach cough, or by a continued reflex 
the hysterical convulsion. The anemic affection met wi 
metropathy, and called chlorosis, depends principally up¢ 

t e care, in the more obscure di ers ¢ 

wie, the question f «poms participation of the 

organ of the generative apparatus in the constitutional dis 

ance, 

The ill effects of the prolonged use of rye-flour contait 

small admixture of the ergot as an accidental impurity, a 

well known to the profession for any light on the subject to be | A case of diabetes lately occurred in the service of M. Trous- 

considered superfluous. I, therefore, reproduce the tests for | seau, at the Hétel Dieu, which bears out M. Bernard’s experi- 

is recently discovered by two chemists of merit, MM. | mental deductions with regard to the cerebral origin of this 
and Wittstein, and published by them in the Journal pots 
de Pharmacie et de Chimie. The test proposed by M. Elsner | suc- 

is the following :—Mix the flour with water in a mortar, and | M. 

pe bourhood of the fourth ventricle was found in a state of “ge 

Wittstein’s test, which depends upon the evolution of trimethy- a 

lamine by ergot of rye when treated by caustic potash, consists | Paris, March 4th, 1861. 

on a solution of caustic potash in sufficient quantity to cover| Lesion or THE VERTEBRAL ARTERY FROM Caxiovs ' 

the former. After a certain time, a strong odour of brine is eee, Oe Sie Sally of 

given off, and if the tube be corked, the flour is seen to acquire Paris, on the 31st of January, the case of a man who presented 

a starchy consistence and to turn yellow, and at the same time | an abscess in the cervical region, which he (M. Legouest) had 

the characteristic smell of trimethylamine is evolved. opened. Two severe attacks of hemorrhage occurred within a 

, At the last séance of the Academy of Medicine, Dr. Chas- | few days after the operation, and the patient sank in conse- 
sagny, of Lyons, submitted to that learned body a new forceps | quence. On 0 ee ae eee 

was found torn by carious transverse processes of the fourth, 

tion and progressive compression,” branches of this | fifth, and sixth cervical vertebra, 
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Thursday, Feb. 28th, 1861. 


He George, South; Lancashire. 
Skrimshire, John Truscott, Holt, N 

Sidney, Maldon, Essex, 
Watts, John, Haverfordwest, 


The following gentleman also on the same day passed his 
first examination :— 


Rogers, William Goddard, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
AprporntmENntTs,—Dr, Stephen Monckton (hitherto of 
The Lord Cha has appointed Bryan Waller Procter, 
, to be id Commissioner in ¥ 


the Lord Chancellor, appointed 
Barrister-at-law, to be their Secretary, on the 
John Forster, Esq., appointed a Commissioner. 
Kixe’s Cottzer Hosrrtat.—The annual meeting 
this charity was held on Tuesday last, in the board-room 


a the Old Bailey. By him the portrai 
years at iley. i its were gi 
to Mr. Wadd, of facetious ! 


Nationat Mepicat ReoisTRation AssociaTIon 


£410; 
On the 28th ult. a 


REPRESENTATION OF THE PRoresston 1N PARLIAMENT. 
i i ities of Scotland, on the sub- 


ivy Council 

consisted of the Right Hon. 
. ; Sir David Brewster, Principal of the Uni- 
i rin Princi; ipal Tulloch, of St. Andrews; Pro 


innaird, M.P.; Sir J. F .P.; Mr. Baillie, 
M.P.; Mr. F. Dandas, M.P.; Mr. Caird, M.P.; Mr. 
W. Hope, M.P.; Mr. Miller, M.P,; Mr. 3 
Mr. ME: Mr. ie, M.P.; Mr. Baxter, M.P.; 
o-_ M.P.; Mr. A. Steuart, M.P.; and Colonel Sykes, 


idents.” 
The subjects of the Jacksonian Prize for the 
are—‘‘ The Structure and Diseases of the Lachry 


ing is a copy of the memorial now in course of 


; | Signatures of the whole of the members present. The follow- 
signature : 


rel) 


wre ned od 


954 THe Lancer,] 
The and of the Supra-Renal Bodies, 
Hedical illustrated by wings and Preparations.”’ The essays for 
‘ 2 i just recei a very uisition to 
Haty.—The following gentlemen passed ite by the from Ge 
their examination in the science and practice of medicine, and | King at Arms, of the large and in ine collection of 
received certilicates to practise, on traits of medical men and nataraliste formed by his late brother, 
Po Dr. James Forbes Young, of Kennington. It may not, per- 
the possession of the Col was formed by Fauntle the 
of the College, by whom the collection was greatly increased. 
‘At thie gentleman's the late De. endl ethers 
had permission to make selections for their own private collec- 
t i rs. 
and by the Young collection, is now 
; the University of Oxford, to which institution it was presented 
in place of the yveden, who has resigned. . Mr. Hope on his purchasing it of that gentleman. The late. 
The Commissioners in Lunacy have, with the a bation of + de Squibb also accumulated, at great a choice colles- 
tion medical portraita, which his widow hes iately offered for. 
of | sale. The College collection, unlike that of Diamond and 
of | teresting is that of Mr. Stone, of 
of | whose large stock of portraits is enriched with rare 
ospital, In e chair. e repor sta autograph letters. 
the-in-pationte during the past yearamounted to 1333, and the 
out-patients to 31,196: cases of midwifery to 624. The average | now require each for the diploma of membership to 
time the in-patients were in the ital was thirty-three days, 
and the average cost to the hospital £4 11s. The receipts | such candidate has 1 instruction in the Principles and 
the past year, including the sum of £2500 borrowed 
from the bankers, had been £6351 16s. 7d. ; and the ordinary eeemeene yrs vaccine vesicle in more than 
expenditure £6668 13s. 5d. The outstanding tradesmen’s ac- | twenty cases; he has vaccinated successfully, and is ac- 
counts to the 3lst of December were £1431 18s, 2d. The | quainted with the mode of preserving lymph in capillary tubes, 
i ueathed during the past year amounted to en, 
the received during the year were £1610. of 
amount of stock standing in the name of the corporation at | Mr. Jabez Hogg, one of the hon. local secretaries of this Asso- 
the close of the year was £6417 7s. 2d. ciation, and was very numerously attended by the members of 
2 the medical profession. The immediate object of this reunion 
ject of parliamen Htavion, Dad interviews OD Satur- sent -C. distri objects e iati 
day with Lord Cambridge-house ; Mr. Gladstone, Raving been ably ae Mr. Hogg, the president for the 
at Carlton- year (Mr. John Lavies) the views of the Committee 
versity of and Dr. Hillier be elected members of the tive Committee 
fessor for the ensuing year, which was carried by acclamation. Dr. 
trose; the Earls of Airlie and Selkirk; Lord Rollo; the Earl Kirby, on behalf of himself and his colleague, returned thanks 
of Dalkeith, M.P.; Lord Elcho, M.P.; Sir W. Scott, M.P.; | im # speech of some length, urging upon the members of the 
Sir E. Colebrooke, M,P. ; Sir J. Elphinstone, M. P.; the Hon. C. 
Carnegie, M.P.; Sir W. Gibson Craig; Sir J. Ogilvy: Mr, | support to the Association. The to the M 
Mure, M.P.; Mr. W. Ewart, M.P.; Mr, Buchanan, M.P,; Mr..| Council, whica had been ay a and agreed upon by the 
Cumming Bruce, M.P,; Mr. Finlay, M.P.; the Hon. General Committee, vas then read the secretary, and received the 
Arbuthnot, M.P.; Mr. Adam, MP: Mr. Crum Ewing, M. P. 
Mr, Black, M.P.; Mr. Dunlop, M.P.; Mr. Elliot Loc 
M.P.; Sir A. Agnew, M.P.; Sir M. S. Stewart, M.P.; the | «7% the General Council of Medical Education and Registra: 
tio of the United Kingdom. ) 
‘‘The Memorial of the undersigned legally-qualified and | 
duly-registered Medical. Practitioners of the United | 
‘* Respectfully showeth,—That the Medical Act, so far as.it 
was intended to protect the medical profession and the public | 
Roxat Cotreer or Surerons. — Professor Savory | from the improper assumption of medical titles, and the | 
brought his very interesting and philosophical course of lec- tice of medicine. and.eurgery: by unqualified persons, has failed. 
day Jast. Professor ett will commence his course of | ‘That no protection whatever is 
twelve lectures, ‘‘On the Organs of Digestion,” this day | of the said Act against the assumption of medical titles by un- 
(Saturday). After which Professor Hilton will deliver six leo- | qualified persons, because so long as a medical title, taken 
tures in continuation of the subject of last session, ‘‘ On the | however wilfully or falsely, is used without the addition of 
Influence of Rest in the Treatment of Surgical Diseases and | words implying that such persons are oes under the 
Medical Act, or without making mention 
othe immer OF the Delug wiuse uceween the Con-| Your Memorialists pray the General Council— _ 
iva and the Nasal Cavity, illustrated by Drawings and| ‘‘ That they will apply to Parliament to amend the Medical 
ations ;” and ‘* The. best. Method af effecting the, Act. 
ical Cure of Inguinal Hernia, explaining the Principle “That by such amended Act the defects, more particularly 
tha pspstion edepied, nt Sane the Subject by Cases | of the 40th clause, of the said Act may be obviated, whereby 
and Drawings.” No award has yet heen made for those of the | the medical profession and the public may. obtain mee 
past year, The subject for the Collegiate Triennial. Prize is on tection and immunity from the practices of impostors which on 
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the passing of the Medical Act it it was the intention of the 
Legislature to secure.” 

Tae tate Dr. Bary.—At the inquest on the late Dr. 

tleman, after causing a strict scien- 

into circumstances of the ex- 
pressed the opinion, that it admitted of no doubt that the 
accident was one beyond ordinary control. 

Tue or Scortanp. — 15,862 deaths 
were registered in in Scotland during the fourth quarter of 1860, 
being 2016 more deaths than were registered during the pre- 
vious quarter, but only 233 more than occurred during the 

The deaths were, therefore, 
poe nt proportion of 201 deaths in every 10,000 of the 
estimated population, or 1 death in 49 persons—a proportion 
higher than the mean of the corresponding quarter of the five 
Toou years, which only gives the rate of 198 deaths in every 
000 persons; but lower than the English rate for the same 
the population. 


Tar anv Copatna.—M. Ricord has lately combined tar 
with copaiba in the yaw of this combination 
having been prapeed pharmaceutical chemist to the 
Assess. of Medicine. These substances are said to neutralize 

each other's noxious tastes, and the combination seems to 


Rasres—rue Lenora or Incvsation.—The “Giornale 
degli Ospedali di Genoa” mentions two cases of this fearful 
disease which were treated at the Hospital of Pammatone in 
May and June, 1860. The incubation with the first patient 

was five months, and fourteen with the second. During the 


Heattn or Lowpon purrye tHe Week ENDING 
Sarurpay, Marcu 2np.—The returns of mortality now 
the wee 


from 1020; 1008. 


Births, aid Deaths. 
On the 3rd ult., at ators 


Oa the 


Cavendish-square, the 
M.D., of a dau hter. 
On the 2nd inst., at Haverstock- London, the wife of 
R.C.S., of a boy, still-born. 


MARRIAGES, 


Edward Gascoyen, Staff Assistant- » onl of 
Gascoyen, Esgq., Hall, Stanwick, 


to Clara, eldest daughter of the late James De Long, Esq., of 
San Francisco, 

On the 14th ult., at St. 
Marshall, Esq., Green 


Greenwich, George J 
Wak 


DEATHS. 


Supposed to have lost his life on his homeward passage fron 
Madras, in the missing ship, Cleveland, which has not been 
heard of since the 3rd of May last, when spoken with near the 
Mauritius, Assistant-Surgeon Chas. Farran Squire, of H.M.’s 


of Walton-on-the-Hill, 
Richard Leack, M.D., &c., 


On the 21st ult., at 
aged 46 years. 
On the 23rd ult., at Bellgrove, near 
shire, W. Manro, Esq., I r-General 
On the 26th ult., at Be eld, 
M.D., LL.D., aged 


Town, 
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Paes Hosrrray. 
MONDAY, Masca 11 ... Socizrr ov Lowpox. — 8} Mr. 
Thomas Bryan ww Improved 


Practice in Hernia. 
(Gur's Hosereat.—Operations, P.M. 
Weerminstes H 
On Fishes.” 


Royat or ScrGzoxs or 
4 p.ut. Professor Quekett, “On the Organs of 


General M 


Mxpicar Socrery oF 
Loxpow. — 8¢ Dr, Markham, “On the 
Mechanism of the Action A the Valves of the 
Heart.” — Mr. Toyn On Molluscous Hu- 

. mours in the External Meatus.” 

IppLesex Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 

Sr. Mary's PM. 

Hosritar. 


Rovat Hosrrrat. — — Operations, 2 


WEDNESDAY, Mancn CoLLEcE oF Lom- 
leian Lectures : Barker, “On Diseases of 
the Serous 
Huwrestay Socrery. p.m. Council Meeting. 
—8 v.u. Dr. Barnes, “On the Means of Accelera- 
ting Labour in Cases of Placenta Previa.” 
Loxpon Mepicat Socrety.—8 


Cuwreat Lo 
Operations, 1 


Lowpow Hosprrrat, 1} 
Great Hosritat, Kuve'’s Cross. 


Operations, 2 
THURSDAY, Mascu 14 Rovat Prof. Tyndall, “On 
ity.” 
Royat Cottzcr or Surcrows or 
4 PM. Professor Quekett, “On the Organs of 


ion,” 
Krive’s Cottzer Mzpicat Socrery. — 8 
. Mr. Clarke, “On Cancer.” 
Hosritat. — Opera- 
tions, 14 


Rovat or Prrsiciaws.—4 
leian : Diseases of 


the 

Rorat Pa. Mr. Latimer Clark, 

. “On Electrical Quantity and Intensity.” 
Taomas's Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 

Se, Hosr1taL.—Operations, 1} 


Kine’ Hosrrrat. 1} Pu. 
H x. 


e wife of Geo. Selwyn M.D., of 
Morris, 


men iseases has nm established in the University 74. 
Bologna by a decree dated Dec. 22nd, 1860. y-lernan, F. Adams, 
A Porxt or Law tx France.—A medical practitioner, f Paulus Agineta, &c. 
named Tacquet, lately died in Aix d’Angillon, on the same m the Obn inst., & ord, ll Linnell, wife of T. 
day, and almost at the same hour, as a lady of Paris, to whom | Herbert Barker, M.D., aged 44 years. 
he had, by will, left his property, she having also willed all 
her possessions to him. The medical papers state that, in pt 
similar cases, the French courts had ruled that the youngest 
was the heir; and that, su Se 
same time, the male weal inherit. It seems to us, however, 
that the present case does not present any difficulty, as the 
parties died almost at the same hour. The person who de- 
Pee this life only a few minutes after the other must evi- 
ently be the heir. 
vent sometimes unpleasant effects of the copaiba. 
compound is administered in the form of capsules. Take | TUESDAY, Mazcx 12... 
4 1b. 7 oz. of copaiba, 7 oz. of Norwegian tar, and 5 oz. of cal- 
diem. same surgeon also combines the copaiba with pep- 
sine and bismuth, to prevent the drastic effects of the balsam. 
Take 51b. 7 oz. of copaiba, 1 lb. 3 oz. of neutral pepsine, 4 oz. 
of trisnitrate of bismuth, and 60z. of calcined magnesia, to 
make 6000 capsules. Dose, from 15 to 18 per diem. 
_ | ; time the pain and irritability persisted in the 
cicatrices. Nor had cauterization been successful, though re- 
sorted to thirty hours after the bite of the animal. Chloroform 
was tried in inhalations, but failed also. 
205. yinolic diseases were fatal in 20/ Cases, hooping- 
| cough carried off 86 children. & a . | 
| 
| of 
isq., L. R.C.S. Edin., of a son. 
On the Ist inst., at Woolwich, the wife of Henry Briscoe, 
| M.D., Royal Artillery, of a son. NSTITL 
SATURDAY, “On ic Chemistry.” 
Royat oF Svacsons or EvetaxD.— 
4 ru. Professor Quekett, “On the Organs of 
SCHOOL OF 
the 2nd inst., th fro Hae, the Fit 
Summerhill-road, T 


Ga» Correspondents. 


Brophuse bas forwarded to us a long letter, ie | 
College and the Hall.” The main object of the communication is te suggest: 
a remedy for what the writer calls the “idleness of medical students,” He 


extent died; and if the 
General Council of Medical Education do its duty, it will be difficult for a 
really idle student to pass an examination for the future. Until within a 
very recent period most of the medical corporations have required no preli- 
minary test of the fitness of the student to commence his professional studies, 
with the view of ultimately practising one of the most onerous, 
and difficult of the learned professions. Ere long it is to be hoped that the 
regulations now in force at the College and Hall will have sufficient influ- 


informs us that he has “washed his hands” cf all connexion with 
the movement for establishing a Society for the Protection of Medical 
Assistants. “Tont mieux!” 
Medicus.—The syrups of the phosphates prepared by Mr. Brewer, of Liverpool- 
street, may be tried. 
Mr. 8. G. Smith—1, Yes, if the indentures are dated subsequent to December 
Sth, 1859. — 2, The fee at the Royal College of Surgeons for the preliminary 


(literary) examination is 15s.; for the primary, £5 5e.; and for the pass ex- 
amination, £16 16e,—3, Refer to an advertisement in the last Lancer. 


attended with the most beneficial results, and if that committee were pro- 
perly constituted, whatever might be the report upon which they decided, it 
must confer a benefit upon mankind. 

Mr. Maunder’s paper on “Tracheotomy” will, we hope, be published next 
week, 


INSANITY AND 
To the Bditor of Tum 


vice is a 


Dr. T. K. Chambers; Dr. Geo. Cheesman; Mr, J. O’Liansamlet; Dr. F. W. 
Wilson; Dr. M‘Cormac; Mr. E. P. Young; 


J. F. Hislop, (with enclosure ;) Mr. W. Parker, (with enclosure;) Mr. J. D. 
Winton, Arbroath, (with enclosure;) Mrs. Sanders, Jarrow-on-Tyne ; Mr. 
Ellisdon, (with enclosure;) Mr. Wolferstan, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Noble, 
Garstang; Mr. W. Jessop, Cheltenham; Mr, Wells, Burford ; Mr, Young, . 


(with enclosure ;) Truth; R. B., (with enclosure ;) Stevens’ 
enclosure ;) W.8,; Brophus; Homo; Iatros; &c, &c. 


* 
256 Tat ~ NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 9, 1861. _ 
Se. Hosrrtat. « 
Medical Morality and Medical Btiquette.—We have received a statement 
pe this heading, the purport of which is to show that the late resident medical 
officer, Dr. Henry Stevens, has been somewhat harshly dealt with in his 
efforts to obtain the appointment of physician to the hospital. We have no 
means at the present moment of determining to what extent the complaint - 
made is founded upon just and reasonable grounds, ee eg 
contends that this idleness is fostered by the present system pursued by the | *tSgeeted to injustice, he should place the facts upon record, in order that 
College and Hall with regard to the examination of candidates, He suggests 
that the evil may be remedied by the arrangement of the successful candi- | _ Whieh it is alleged has been pursued towards 
T. M., (Liverpool.)}—From inquiries made at the College of Surgeons, we find 
dates in classes according to their order of merit, and by making it compul- and 
: that Mr. Henry Pearson, of Ely, is a Fellow of the College by election, 
sory for students to pass their examinations at certain fixed periods of their ‘The «return. to the Directories that. he obtained. the 
career, so that in fact they must take their diplomas within certain time 
from the sommencement of their medical education, Without admitting the | honour of the Fellowship by ‘ 
G@, L.—There is no law to prevent an apprentice exercising such duties. 
earned we may sented ene Zod forwards communication on Galvanism. We do not find 
spondent that the plan he advocates is pursued at the University of London. | ¥“r- Harry . 
No such arrangement is made with regard to the students of law. In the 
older Universities the system of classes has been for a long period carried a Tegistered, the gentleman 
out. Without taking any exception to the suggestion of “ Brophus,” we 
which he conceives. The great mass of the students of all professions would matter. / 
still grind,” “ cram,” and “coach.” The real evile to be encountered are 
the insufficiency of the examinations of some of our boards, and the wan‘ of ad someof bumerous 
preliminary education upon the part of the candidates, Under the new re- 
‘Doublies many practical men cam te 
effect of this valuable agent in 
diseased conditions of the human body; but been annoyed on three or 
ad fare dwt, ay fm te of per and one 
fom fomentatfon with it to the sbdomen Can this bad consequence be pre- 
I shall be for remarks on the question, and doubt — 
ence to raise the general character of the medical body. Some years since 1 am, Siz, yours respectfully, r ; 
it was a common complaint that the candidates for examination at the Col- | March, 1861. RCS. 
lege and Hall were most deficient in the rudiments of general knowledge. | Home will pesceive, by referring to the address of the President of the Royal 
This complaint has gradually lost its force, and the students of medicine Medical and Chirurgica! Society (see p. 239), that the President has suggested 
have assumed the position of being justly entitled to regard themselves as that committees of that Society should be formed for the investigation of sub- 
the alumni of a learned profession. jects of professional and public interest. His remarks are of much weight, and 
Mr, J. Jones, (Lianfyllin.)\—The work of Mr, Bishop. were no doubt prompted by a late discussion on the merits of the “Ready 
Mr. Charles Holtom, (Stoke-upon-Trent.)—If the contract can be proved, the Method.” It is certainly not creditable to us as a profession that the advan 
fee can be recovered. We do not, however, recommend the resort to legal tages, or otherwise, of a means of saving human life should be still doubtful. 
Proceedings under the circumstances; for although the verdict would in all How can the public place confidence in any discovery for the alleviation of 
probability be in favour of the plaintiff, it is doubtful whether he might not suffering or for the resuscitation of life, when conspicuous members of our — 
injure himself in the estimation of his fellow-townsmen. Breaches of faith profession are at issue regarding its merits? The value of remedial means 
on the part of patients towards medical men must not always be met in a cannot be sufficiently tested in a mere discussion, particularly when the — 
spirit of retaliation, Under such circumstances, it is wiser to bear and leading speakers in that discussion are either prejudiced or have arrived — 
forbear, at foregone conclusions. Clearly the debate is valueless as a practical 
Tax Brz-Laws ov Tae CouizGs oF Sunczons. guide to those immediately interested. How different would be the result 
attention to a inconsistency on Facts would then be tested, and opinions be estimated at value. 
nora Coto arc ped my namin a mary It is due to the memory and labours of Marshall Hall that his last discovery 
SPplieations; two personal _and three by letter. On my applying personally at which he was so great an ornament. The institution of a committee for 
College the first time, I was told most politely that a copy should be for- purpose of inquiring into the value of the “Ready Method” would be 
The gecond time hy young stripling, having good deal of 
the “insolence of office” about him, we do not give out copies of the 
ws to members.” In answer to one of qaitin copes I on 
given. The last application was by letter in November, 1859, to which 
T received the following reply :-— 
“ Srr,—We are about to wae) > when are ready I 
will send you s copy, and remain. oar 
S1z,—Dr. Ritchie, in his statement that “ the solitary 
T have never received a nor am I aware that I ever saw a . How | cause insanity ” boldly . He 
then am I to abide by them Your obedient servant, tention to ths tntorest 1 for 
March, 1861. one am grateful to him for having had the courage to atlack vie the exist 
Zatros—1. He could not practise in France without special licence from the | am surprised that he has 
authorities. Such is the case also both in Germany and Belgium. — dob whether ote of none 
2. Vacancies are not announced; but application should be sent to the . I am, Sir, your servant, PRS, 
Secretary for the Colonies, when, if the applicant be properly recommended, | St. Helen’s-place, Feb. 1961. Samcmt Sour, 
his name will be placed on the list of candidates for employment.—3. We Communications, Lerrans, &c., have been received from—Mr. Solly; Mr. 
; believe there are no regulations in respect to age. C. F. Maunder; Dr. J. Pidduck; Mr, Oliver Pemberton, Birmingham ; 
Mr. Huzley.—We cannot notice the matter in our columns. Mr, Holmes Coote; Dr. Henry Monckton; Mr. McGeorge, Liverpool; Dr. 
Mr. Garlike’s Letter onthe Turkish Bath.” —By an accident in the press,the | Herbert Barker; Dr. Tilt; Dr. Latham; Dr. Graily Hewitt; Dr, J. Niven; 
word “ atmosphere” is dropped from the last line of the first column, p, 226, 
or fat woek 
4 Subscriber,—Mr, Travers died in March, 1858, on the 13th of which month Mr. W. Woodward; Mr. David Urquhart; Mr. Senth, (with enclosure;) 
& memoir appeared in Tas Lancer. A biography was likewise published Mr. W. Beet, Ashford, (with enclosure ;) Mr. J. Spoole, Hammersmith ; Mr. 
On Jan. 11th, 1851, accompanied by a portrait, C. Hine, (with enclosure ;) Mr. J, Langston, Strood, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
Mr. E. R. Hurley; Mr. G. Smith; Mr. F. G. Graves; Mr. C. J. Workman;. 
Dr. Devenish; An Assistant; A Subscriber, Suffalk ; M.A.B.; J, W. HL, 


